
The name “Lent” comes from an old English work for
“lengthening,” referring to the gradually longer days of
springtime. From Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday,
what was cold becomes warm. What was dormant awakens.
Just as green shoots break through the winter earth,
so the church stirs into action to proclaim the Easter
mystery: in dying, God destroys death, and in rising,
God delivers and proclaims newness of life.

Every week in our Midweek Lenten worship we will present a practice, each one designed to deepen
our journey through these 40 days of lengthening light. Practice them alone, or with a partner,
friends, or family, sharing experiences and insights as we travel. (Introduction, Practicing Lent)

"Awesome Mystery" Lenten Devotional 2021 - a daily guide for your Lenten walk!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PV7DoYqiSs63yeSggUR68ZCbKH4KnOdr/view?usp=sharing


Follow St. Tims!:
Email us! office@sttimschurch.net

Website! www.StTimsChurch.net

Social Media! www.facebook.com/StTimsChurch

Recorded Worships! St. Tim's ABQ SoundCloud

Watch us on Youtube! St. Tim's YouTube Channel

Midweek Lenten Worship
Many of us have felt a sense of powerlessness this year.  We

have been unable to heal the sick, provide for all in need, and

be present with those who are struggling. And so, it is with

gratitude and purpose, that we participate together in a

Lenten worship series entitled: Practicing Lent. While we

cannot mend all that is broken in our world, we are able to

turn to God, offer our lament, and be on the lookout for the

in-breaking grace of God all around us.  In this worship

series we will do just that.

A video worship experience will be posted each week on our

website: StTimsChurch.net and sent out to the St. Tim’s

email list.  These are offered to the glory of God and for all

of us who need strength for the journey.  Please share them

with others in your life who also need to hear a word of love

from God.  May this Lenten walk draw us closer to God and to one another.  Thanks be to God!

An Update from St. Tim’s Congregation President, Lee Wilson: Bernalillo County and Albuquerque

are now in the "yellow" tier of Covid-19 state status. That allows for up to 33% attendance for indoor

church services.  This of course is subject to ongoing masking, social distancing and hand washing

requirements.  The church council executive team is considering our options relative to ongoing Sunday

services (indoor versus outdoor), but no decision has been made on this issue.  Council is aware of this

update and will be monitoring the situation weekly. You may contact Lee Wilson,

leewilson0129@gmail.com if you have any questions or suggestions.

➔ Clink the link: eConnection: Rocky Mountain Synod, ELCA
● Updated recommendations for navigating the next chapter in our pandemic landscape

● Updates from ELCA Global Mission and Young Adults in Global Mission

● Cultural Architecture: A Path to Creating Vitalized Congregations

● 2021 Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly - April 29-May 1, Location: ZOOM

● Urban Servant Corps Palm Sunday Prayer Walk: Sunday, March 28 9:00-11:00 a.m.,

Drop-by 1:00 p.m. Prayer with Bishop Gonia via Zoom

● Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp - Day Camp Availability

● Training and Conversations on Supporting Mental Health

● Multiple Music Events and more!!!

mailto:office@sttimschurch.net
http://www.sttimschurch.net
https://www.facebook.com/StTimsChurch
https://soundcloud.com/sttimsabq
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCroAFhMtCxwKsoAPlhSddyQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I7tdW1nYBlU2ird2GriPRkNMg7WqvowZ/view?usp=sharing
http://www.sttimschurch.net/
mailto:leewilson0129@gmail.com
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/eConnection-02-24-2021--Updated-recommendations-for-navigating-the-next-chapter-in-our-pandemic-landscape.html?soid=1101164358843&aid=iTR4Glcjdr0


★ Despite the pandemic, our work with refugee women from Afghanistan and African countries
continues!  After a successful December project in partnership with Women’s Ministries, 2021
started with a bang!  Thanks to continuing support from Women’s Ministries, Lutheran Family
Services, Reading Works, and a grant from Con Alma, we are providing education and training
several times each week!

The mission of Umoja Abq is to empower refugee women through education and training in

three strands: Women’s Health, Language Development, and Employability Skills.

Women’s Health - St. Tim’s own Julie Stringer presented a Kitchen Safety Class three Saturdays in

February; once for Dari-speakers, once for Swahili speakers, and once for Sango speakers.

Participants learn the basics of safe food preparation and storage practices and receive a gift of

laundry detergent, sanitizing spray, dish detergent, and other supplies.  At the end of February and

into March we are planning Dental Hygiene classes with free dental screening by a licensed Dental

Hygienist.  Later in March we are hoping to provide a Question and Answer session for each of the

three language groups with accurate information regarding COVID-19 Safe Practices, vaccine safety

information, and vaccine registration.

Language Development - Through an on-going partnership with Reading Works, Chantal Muhumure,

Umoja Abq Executive Director, is coaching two weekly English Language tutoring sessions.  Our 10

students are making excellent progress, and we have enough requests to establish two more on-going

classes.  If you have an interest in tutoring refugee women, Reading Works has excellent training

and support available.  Please contact Debby Morrell at 980-9136 for more information.

Employability Skills - After a year of distributing computers and learning to Zoom, we are resuming

our DRIVE program to provide our new neighbors an opportunity to learn the New Mexico Driver's

Manual and to pass their drivers test successfully. Our own Becky Lee is tutoring two

French-speaking women, and Naomi Brandt is tutoring two high school students.  A group of six

Dari-speaking women will begin a series of 8 lessons based on instructional videos created by Jean

Eickhoff, Grace Bousek, Vickie Towne, Hannah Thigpen, and Mona Sherrell, with recording and

editing help from Sam and Andrea Brandt.  Pr Rachael, Barbara Blackwell, Marie Henkel, and Michele

Benton have provided leadership and legal support for this effort, and the generous people of St.

Tim’s and LFS have provided funds for behind-the-wheel lessons for participants.

As you can see, Umoja Abq is a community-wide collaboration to welcome our refugee neighbors and

extend to as many as possible God’s love and compassion. Thank you to each and every one of you for

your prayers and participation!

Debby Morrell

abqdebby@gmail.com

https://www.umojaabq.org/
mailto:abqdebby@gmail.com


Dear Friends,

I am so grateful to have served another year as the Executive Director of Family Promise of

Albuquerque.  This has certainly been a year filled with challenges and many changes due to the

Global Pandemic. We were incredibly successful during this year due to your amazing support and the

hard work of our COVID hero team.  We were able to Assist over 500 individuals in 80 families.

★ 20 families utilized our shelter services, with 94% of them graduating into housing

★ 32 families received Eviction Prevention funding in order to remain housed and avoid

homelessness.

★ 28 families participated in follow up services which included continued case management,

holiday assistance, and 2 of them even received vehicles through our partnership with

Recycled Rides and National Auto Body Council.

I look forward to what 2021 will bring for Family Promise of Albuquerque.  There are going to be

some major changes and we are very excited about them.

➢ First-  We will purchase the building for a static site in mid-February.  We had hoped that we

could go into it mortgage-free, but that was not in the picture.  However, we are blessed

enough to have a mortgage through the Texas Methodist Foundation.  The site will need

renovations and we will be doing them in phases. Once completed we will be able to double the

number of families that we serve.

➢ Second- We are hoping that we will soon be able to utilize volunteers again. Our priority is to

keep our volunteers, staff, and guests safe.  Please keep your ears and eyes open for

information on this.  It should not be long before our volunteers will  be able to once again

form a community around our guests.  That is one of the factors that makes our guests and

our programs successful.

➢ Third- We will participate and host some Facebook live and virtual events to continue to raise

funds for Family Promise of Albuquerque, for our new static site and the renovations so that

we can safely shelter more families.  The first was on February 20, 2021.  Check out our

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/FamilyPromiseABQ) for more information.  We

also gifted 2 more vehicles through Recycled Rides and the National Auto Body Council

sometime in February.  Please look for an announcement in the coming weeks

(https://www.familypromiseabq.org/) .

We are looking forward to this new year and moving forward in our

mission to end homelessness for families while empowering them to

reach self-sufficiency.  I am eternally grateful to each of our

dinner volunteers, those that have delivered essentials and other

items, and donors who helped us make it through this difficult

year.

With Respect and Love, Laura Combs, Executive Director

https://www.facebook.com/FamilyPromiseABQ
https://www.familypromiseabq.org/


➔ In Jan and Feb we raised $1,026.00 for Lutheran Family Services!!

Stimulus check still sitting on the table?  Wondering what you could do with it?!?!

Well friends, I have the answer!

➔ March and April we are starting a new effort to support Habitat for Humanity's Unity

build. We have a presentation on March 14th at 11:15 (during Adult Study), hope to
see you there. The effort for March and April will be dusting off old relations with the Nob

Hill Churches and engaging the ELCA churches, and reaching out to other faith communities,

i.e. Mennonites, LightHouse, Presbyterian, Catholic, DOC, and Methodist. Our goal is to raise

100,000.00 collectively for Habitat for Humanity Unity Build!

As people of faith, we are called to respond to our

neighbors’ needs, acting as God’s hands and feet in

service to the world. When we come together to

help people build better futures for themselves

and their families, we actively participate in doing

God’s work in the world.

With the help of congregations and individuals

representing nearly all faiths and non-religious

worldviews, Greater Albuquerque Habitat for

Humanity has built 48 homes over the last 30

years. We are currently working to fund Unity

House V, our 49th home in partnership with Albuquerque’s communities of faith.

The Unity House sponsorship shows the power of togetherness and is an example of how when we

open our hearts, we can find common ground in our deeper purpose to do good for our neighbors and

build faith in each other.

Whatever your skill set, stage of life, or passion, there is a place for you.  Learn how you can join

your friends and neighbors to build unity and promote diversity, inclusion, and community by



attending Habitat’s Zoom presentation on Sunday, March 14th at 11:15 AM during Saint
Timothy’s Adult Education program. (Zoom link below)

➔ Click here to join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89275765694?pwd=MlV0cEpEbm41N0N6dTFHcExneD Vtdz09

Here are other ways to help Albuquerque families have decent, safe, affordable homes:

★ Pray for vulnerable groups served by Habitat, our volunteers, Unity House V, and the

mission. You might also consider joining the Habitat Global Prayer Partner Program

★ Give Make a financial contribution or organize a fundraiser for Unity House V. Learn

more about how to give virtually by clicking HERE

For more information, please contact Brie Jontry, Faith Relations Liaison 505-359-2437
Brie@habitatabq.org, habitatabq.org

Our Next WomenBuild event is on March 8th!

Gender, Race, and Housing Equity, a Habitat for
Humanity International Women Build Week
virtual event Powered by Lowe’s, will be held on
March 8th at 5:30 pm live on our Facebook and
Youtube.

A global

event,

International

#WomenBuild Week focuses on raising awareness of the

challenges women face in accessing safe, affordable housing.

Join us for a live virtual event and presentation on the

intersection of women, housing, wealth, and economics in

Albuquerque by Michelle Melendez.

More on Michelle:

Michelle is the inaugural director of the City of Albuquerque
Office of Equity and Inclusion.  She is a Chicana, native of

Albuquerque, New Mexico, with more than 18 years of

experience in community development, leadership development,

and advocacy to address the social determinants of health and

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89275765694?pwd=MlV0cEpEbm41N0N6dTFHcExneD
https://www.habitat.org/volunteer/group-opportunities/faith-partners?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Pray&utm_campaign=Faith%20Community%202021
https://habitatabq.org/support_us/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Unity%20House%205&utm_campaign=Faith%20Community%202021
mailto:Brie@habitatabq.org
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https://t.e2ma.net/click/89lvhd/kbvsml/kzhexj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/89lvhd/kbvsml/0riexj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/89lvhd/kbvsml/gkjexj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/89lvhd/kbvsml/c5kexj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/89lvhd/kbvsml/c5kexj


their policy antecedents. “My goals are to make Albuquerque a safe, inclusive place for all people.
Our health is tied to wealth and to where people live, work, learn, pray, and play.”

Learn about local housing issues, how they affect wealth, and ways to volunteer virtually with

Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity.

The first 15 participants to register will receive a WomenBuild facemask, t-shirt, or nail apron.

➔ To register or for more information, please contact us HERE

See you soon!

➔ Donations Needed!  Tiny Homes: Do you have—or know somebody who might have—a

four/five drawer filing cabinet that’s not too terribly banged up and, most importantly, that

locks to donate, please give me a shout?  We have two cabinets, but neither locks and we need

it for the Occupational Therapist team to keep records securely.

If you have—or know someone who might have—some gardening tools that you could spare,

also please give me a shout.  Ditto for larger planters. The idea would be to place a planter on

or near each home’s porch as well as scatter some around the place to make it feel more

homey.

We could also do with some art supplies, especially some acrylic paint and thin brushes if you

have some you don’t need (the villagers will start decorating small smooth stones to leave as

an impromptu gift in the neighbourhood).

Tiny Homes Wish List:

● Locking Filing Cabinet

● Garden Tools

● Planter Boxes

Please contact Ilse Biel 505-4940,
or by email ilsebiel@icloud.com

To learn more click the link below:

https://www.bernco.gov/community-services/tiny-home-village.aspx

mailto:regina@habitatabq.org
mailto:ilsebiel@icloud.com
https://www.bernco.gov/community-services/tiny-home-village.aspx


❖ Special Note from Ardis Walker

To Our Friends at St. Tim's!
Thank you so much for the cards, calls, notes, and for the prayers!  When your way is tough,
these really help!  Love and Prayers to you all!

❖ Book Club by Becky Lee

St. Tim’s Book Club is reading “The Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis

Next meeting: 3/5/21 at 6 pm, via Zoom

There is still time to read this book – only 172 pages in my

version. And Lewis writes in his preface that he’s heard that its

brevity is the main reason some people have read it – a quick way

to add something to their book list.  In this series of letters,

Screwtape (an establishment devil) writes to his nephew

Wormwood (a devil-in-training), guiding Wormwood in his task of

leading a young man “into temptation.”  Also in the preface,

Lewis writes that “some have paid me an undeserved compliment

by supposing that my Letters were the ripe fruit of many years’

study in moral theology. They forgot that there is an equally

reliable, though less creditable, way of learning how temptation

works. ‘My heart’ – I need no other’s – ‘showeth me the

wickedness of the ungodly.’ C.S. Lewis is a profound Christian

thinker who has shared his faith and insights in original and

entertaining ways.

If you would like to join the group, but aren’t sure if you’re on the Book Club email list, contact
Becky Lee ( blee71willmar@gmail.com ) to make sure you get a Zoom invitation.

Please join us! Everyone is welcome!

❖ Organic frozen basil & tomatillos from LFS Agriculture Project by Michele Benton

Available at St. Tim’s. Frozen basil paste (you can make pesto from it after thawing)

sells for $8 each.  Tomatillos (can be used for salsa or relish which is great for topping

fish or pork) are $10 for a large bag. Both are organic and grown right here in our LFS

garden in the North Valley.  Recipes can be provided upon request, too.  We will have a box of

packages out during worship on Sundays or come by St Tim's if you are in the area.

mailto:blee71willmar@gmail.com
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❖ Adult Ed. - Sunday Mornings at 11:15 AM by Dan Rader

Adult Education Classes for February and March: The adult-ed schedule for March is now

set.  On 2/14 Ron Bousek led a study on Jesus' last discourse in the Gospel of John. The

following Sunday,  2/21, we began our 5-week Lenten conversation "Struggling with our
Stories of Race," using material provided by the Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA (see more

details below). We will interrupt this study on March 14 when we will host Habitat for
Humanity in an update sponsored by the Advocacy Team. We'll complete our RMS study of

race on the final two Sundays of March (3/21 and 3/28) / April 4 is Easter and we will not

have adult education.

● Mar   7     Session 3: Struggling with our Stories of Race

● Mar 14      Habitat for Humanity Update

● Mar 21      Session 4: Struggling with our Stories of Race

● Mar 28     Session 5: Struggling with our Stories of Race

● Apr  4       Easter (no class)

Struggling with Our Stories of Race

The Sunday-morning adult-ed class will join a Rocky Mountain Synod-wide, five-week Lenten

conversation on "Struggling with our Stories of Race". Each week we will watch a 30-minute

guided timeline summarizing the history of race in America, followed by some time for

reflection and conversation. This series is intended to create an experience in which each of

us can think about our personal stories of race and faith.  For those who want to dive deeper

into the material, there is a Journal/Reflection guide with daily prompts to guide our

discernment. During Lent there will also be weekly on-line gatherings hosted by the RMS ELCA

on Sunday evenings (repeated on Wednesday afternoons). No preparation is needed and all

are welcome!  We hope you can join us.

For more details about this challenging Lenten invitation, contact Dan Rader at
djrader@aol.com or visit the RMS ELCA website where you will find your participant
journal/reflection guide:

https://www.rmselca.org/struggling-our-stories-race

❖ Reflections on the book by Casey Den Hollander

"THE WORLD IS ABOUT TO TURN - Mending A Nation's Broken Faith", By Rick Rouse
and Paul O. Ingram (Printed by Chalice Press, 2020.)

In the above titled book, (recommended in the January, 2020 issue of the Living Lutheran

Magazine) the authors (a Lutheran pastor and a retired Lutheran professor) speak out against

the policies of the Trump administration of the last few years.  Written just prior to the

mailto:djrader@aol.com
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2020 election, they cite how the policies of the exclusion of Muslim

immigrants, the separation of immigrant children from their parents

at the U.S./Mexican border and the rise of the Religious Right -

among other things - do not follow the admonition that we Christians

have to love our fellow humans.

The authors also spend a considerable amount of energy explaining the

beliefs of Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Bhuddhism, Cofucionism, and

Daoism.  Explaining that all of these beliefs have concepts of love and

respect for one another.  All things that they have in common with

Christianity.  So we Christians don't need to fear these people; either

politically or as immigrants.

Each chapter of the book has some handy discussion questions at the

end.  It COULD be a good book for our book studies or for our Book

Club...EXCEPT THAT:...It was a bit of a slog for me to get through it.  The authors seem to be

writing as a guide for clergy as they guide their congregations.  Or at least, for people who

are a bit smarter than I am.

But I could be wrong about all of this.  I encourage you to read the book for yourselves.  And

to reach your own conclusions.  I learned a few things when I read this book.  My guess is you

will too.

❖ Church Women United, an ecumenical Christian women’s gathering, will be holding a World

Day of Prayer service on Friday, March 5th via Zoom.

The service is written by the women of Vanuatu (a tropical archipelago in the South Pacific)

with the theme, “Build on a Strong Foundation” where land is not viewed as a thing to be

owned, but as vital to the existence of humans and animals in sustaining their livelihood. You

are invited to join us at 9:30 a.m. for checking in with one another over coffee, tea,

and cocoa.  The program will begin at 10:00. A Zoom link will be sent out a day or two
before.  If you would like to be included, please contact Marilyn Stoops at mstoops@swcp.com
or call 265-8358.

❖ Please hold the St. Tim’s LIFE class in your prayers

This past week, we began another session of the LIFE (Liberty In Financial Education)

Program, thanks be to God! We have a number of households participating in order to help

them grow in their financial capacity and economic well-being.  Please continue to hold this

program in prayer as God leads us to reach out in God’s love for the sake of the world!

mailto:mstoops@swcp.com


News from Luther House

Siblings in Christ,

Campus ministry is the secret treasure of service to our church as a rostered minister.  When I

found my way to Luther House, I was met with a small but mighty student/young adult/longtimer

community, a faithful board who encouraged and supported me, and a dedicated group of

congregations and individuals who are committed to the flourishing of our work. During my time at

Luther House, I have been lucky to be planted as a proclaimer of good news to an entire campus. I

was able to share the gospel by boldly saying “Yes!” to the dreams and visions of young adults and

students, ecumenical and interfaith colleagues, and community partners. This collection of folks has

been a gift to me as I have seen the Spirit at work within it.

It is with a multiplicity of emotions that I share with you that I will be resigning my call as campus

pastor; my last day with you is March 20th. I have been called to serve as pastor of Christ

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Millersville, Maryland. I am so sad to leave Luther House even as I look

forward to living and serving in a community closer to some of our family and friends as well as

returning to the Delaware-Maryland Synod. I never anticipated being a campus pastor and I will miss

the particular joy of serving UNM and CNM, collaborating with my fellow campus ministers in the

Rocky Mountain Synod, and the cooperative work of the LuMin Network in ELCA sites across the

country.

In these three years, you have accompanied me on many personal and professional milestones

including unexpectedly changing calls, my 10-year ordination anniversary, and the beginning of a

dream to renovate the actual house where our ministry happens. With your partnership, we have

been able to host many dinners, worship in creative ways, share Ashes-To-Go with anyone

interested, answer questions about spirituality, welcome incoming freshmen at orientations, host

drop-in prayer time at the UNM Memorial Chapel, and more. Your accompaniment of my family and

your willingness to welcome me as a guest preacher among you has made my heart glad. I give thanks



for the time I was entrusted with the treasure of Luther House and I know the Holy Spirit is with

all who care about it.

I ask your prayers for me, my family, and the Luther House board as we all are about to cross new

thresholds and start new journeys. My prayer for us all is this: Lord God, you have called your

servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils

unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your

hand is leading us, your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

In peace,

Pastor Bre Roberts

p.s. If you have questions about what will happen at Luther House during and after this transition,

please reach out to me at pastor.bre.roberts@gmail.com or our board president John Adolphi.

➔ Visit Luther House, Make a Donation

mailto:pastor.bre.roberts@gmail.com
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They brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on

them, and he [Jesus] sat on them. A very large crowd spread

their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the

trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went

ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

- Matthew 21:7-9

Here at St. Tim’s, young and old, strong and weak, thriving and struggling come together to

encounter God and remember God’s promises for us and for the world. We are here to support one

another, ask questions about God and faith, and hear over and over again that we are loved beyond

all imagination in Christ. Come and tell your story. Come and ask your questions. Come and walk

with us in the grace of God.

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

During this time when we are gathered together digitally, this

compassionate congregation still provides support to a variety of

ministries that serve our local and global communities. If you are

able, please visit our website (www.sttimschurch.net) and click the

icon on the homepage labeled “Support Staff and Ministries'' to

provide a financial offering.

http://www.sttimschurch.net

