PrideWeek in June of 2020, all events have been moved to 2021 including: Pride Candlelight Vigil,
Friday Free PrideFest, Pride Parade and the Main Event PrideFest.
Just what the heck is LGBTQIA+ anyway? This and more questions answered.
❖
❖
❖

Seen something in the news recently that brings up more questions than answers?
Have a dear friend or family member come out to you with words you've never heard of before?
Curious about other ways of being a human being? Especially as international Pride month and all
it's celebrations approach?

Postponed!!!! Questions and curiosity, a special "Q + A: Pride Edition" discussion with Hope Neer on
May 10. This was planned to be either on Zoom or in the Adult Ed room during that time. Due to Social
Distancing protocol we have decided to reschedule this discussion for a time when we can meet in person
and speak within our community.
Stay Tuned for more info. When we rescheduled, bring your questions, desire for knowledge and a
willingness to see a new perspective as we talk about personal experiences, current and historical events,
and just what it means to be an ally, especially nowadays. No question too awkward or taboo. Hope to see
you there!

24 April 2020
Beloved in Christ,
Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
As we journey through this Easter season it's time to address the question of hen and how we might
gather in person as church in light of changing restrictions about stay-at-home policies in the five
states of our synod.
As of this date, we know the following:
● In Colorado, the state will move from stay-at-home to safe-at-home protocols on April 27;
gatherings of more than 10 will still be prohibited.
● New Mexico's stay -at-home order continues through April 30, but the governor has
announced her intentions to extend this order until May 15.
● The stay-at-home order in Texas is scheduled to end on April 30. It is expected that the governor
will make an announcement about any subsequent orders on April 27.
● There are no statewide stay-at-home policies in effect in Utah and Wyoming; changes to local
policies are being considered within the context of nationally recommended protocols about how
to safely relax current restrictions.
While there is a great desire on every part to return to something normal, the simple fact is that the
reopening of our country, states, and communities will include a progression of steps leading to a new
life rhythm for us all. Many of the protocols implemented during the stay-at-home
orders—including remaining home unless necessary, social distancing, and the wearing of
masks in public—will need to remain in effect in most places for the foreseeable future. It's
important for us to recognise that the only reason the rate of infections has begun to plateau or even
lessen is because we have adhered to these protocols for the sake of our life together and out of
consideration for our most vulnerable neighbors. Now is NOT the time for us to lessen our caution, lest
there be a second wave of infection, perhaps worse than the first.
For this reason and based on the information available to us at this time, we —your bishop and Synod
Council—strongly recommend that no in-person gatherings be held by congregations or
ministries in our synod through at least the end of May. Towards the end of next month, we will
assess the situation and update this recommendation; it is very likely that there will continue to be
restrictions on our ability to gather through much of the summer, if not into the fall.

As always, we encourage you to pay close attention to advice from the CDC and local public health
officials.
In the meantime we have before us a choice as Christ's Church We can endure the next month and
beyond, only lamenting what we have lost in our life as a church. Or, as we give attention to our grief, we
can also live into the invitation to be a Church Becoming.
Knowing that we may have many months before us until we can safely gather in familiar ways, we can
explore new dimensions for how to be church in this time, expanding our capacity to use digital
technology and other resources to foster authentic community. We can imagine ways of reaching
beyond ourselves to those who may never have set foot in our churches yet desperately long for the
good news of a cross-shaped love that will not let us go. We can experiment with new ways to embed
Christ's love for those who are most impacted by this pandemic. We can ask what it means to meet and
serve our neighbors and world at a time when we can't be with them in person. In short we can live into
the Spirit's promise to become the very church we have been gifted to be.
The church has always found a new Spirit-led life when living through challenging and chaotic
circumstances. Let us embrace this opportunity to respond to our current situation with faith, hope, and
openness to where the Spirit is leading, trusting that nothing is ever wasted in God's economy, not even
during a pandemic. This is a good time for us to move from a posture of emergency operations into one
of investment into vital ways of being church in this new season.
As we move forward together as Church Becoming, there are both short-term and longer-term steps we
will need to be considering. As a starting point, we invite you to take time to review these two resources:
Questions Your Church Should Answer Before People Return
https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20-questions-your-church-should-answer-before-people-r
eturn/
Church in these VUCA Times (VUCA = Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, Ambiguous)
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=0uAKQXagwms
Let's learn together through this time, sharing best practices and new ideas, confident that the God who
created us in love and binds us together as Christ's Church will lead us every step of the way.
Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Yours in Faith,
Bishop Jim Gonia Vice
President Earline Bohling
7375 Samuel Drive Denver, Colorado 80221 www.rmselca.org rms nod@rmselca.org 303.777.6700 1.800.525.0462
fax 303.733.0750 a Reconciling in Christ synod

Update!
Welp...COVID-19 sure knows how to throw a party! The Church, Individual behavior, occupations, gym
attendance, and shopping have changed, not just for us but for the world, and it is not quite clear what
"normal" will look like on the other side of all of this but we do know one thing...the Holy Spirit is alive in it
with us!
In light of these changes we wanted to provide the Paypal link for online giving. You are able to make a
note if you wish for the donation to be given to a specific cause, i.e. Hope Works, Snack Bags, General,
or Facilities. If the donation is not noted it will go to general funds.
https://sainttimothyslutheranchurch.wordpress.com/online-giving/
➔

Vote early and vote often! I know, I know... I use this line every election.
Apply for an Absentee Ballot until May 28th:
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information/absentee-and-early-voting/

➔

Snack Bag Ministry
Still in need of volunteers and funding - Please note in your donation to Snack Bags. If you are
interested in volunteering contact Pastor Rachael prsttimsabq@gmail.com or Rob
revers1954@gmail.com
Food scarcity has increased due to COVID-19 and the snack bags that we give are an essential
food source for our homeless neighbors.

➔

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom
HopeWorks will be presenting on May 3rd at 11 am. We are collecting donations for HopeWorks
May and June. Find out how one of our community service providers is continuing to "do work" in
the middle of the pandemic. If you would like to participate, email Anthony Harkness
anthonyharkness65@gmail.com and he will send you the Zoom meeting link.
Hope to see you there!

➔

We raised $845.00 for the Storehouse in March and April!!

What does the ELCA teach about the nature and function of government in relation to God’s purposes?
What is a faithful Lutheran response regarding citizenship and civic engagement? To help guide our
church on these questions, the 2019 Churchwide Assembly asked for the preparation of a social message.
At this time, the message is in draft form. Through May 27, you are invited to provide feedback on how to
strengthen the message. “For baptized Christians, civic engagement is a vital means of discipleship.”

Dear church,
The idea of government was already very much in focus because this was an election year, and the
pandemic has focused it more so. But what does the ELCA teach about the nature and function of
government in relation to God’s purposes? What is a faithful Lutheran response regarding citizenship and
civic engagement?
To help guide our church on these questions, the 2019 Churchwide Assembly asked for the preparation of
a social message. At this time, the message is in draft form. Through May 27, you are invited to provide
feedback on how to strengthen the message.
I invite you to click here to read “A Draft Social Message on Government and Civic Engagement:
Discipleship in a Democracy.” To offer feedback, please fill out the survey. You may also choose to email
comments to draftsocialmessage@elca.org. The comment period ends May 27. To learn more about what
social messages are, click www.elca.org/socialmessages.
SURVEY
In light of the feedback, the message will be revised and presented to the ELCA Church Council for a vote
in June. Upon its adoption, the message and a study guide will be released over the summer, along with a
Spanish translation.
To learn more about this social message and the process of its creation, please visit its webpage, which
features “Frequently Asked Questions."
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this project—it’s through the wisdom of the full church that a
strong message will be created.
God’s peace,
Rev. Roger A. Willer, Ph.D.,
Director for Theological Ethics
Office of the Presiding Bishop

Because we are not physically together at this time, we are all wondering how are things going?
To answer the question of how our St. Tim’s finances are, we are in relatively good shape!
If you have any specific concerns, please contact us to help answer your questions:
Michele Benton, Co-Treasurer 505-239-5237 email: mkbenton@swcp.com
Marie Henkel, Co-Treasurer 505-610-0802 email: mlhenkel@gmail.com
➔ This is a brief report of our Year To Date Financial Status as of April 30, 2020
● St Timothy Revenue to Date: $ 69,301 (31% of Budget, April is 33% of the Year)
● (Last Year was about $20,000 higher)
● Expenses 69,054 (30% of Budget, Last Year was about the same)
● Net Income/(Loss) 247
● Checking Account Balance 4/30/2020 $ 79,000
● Average Monthly Expenses $ 17,000 (We are spending less now for utilities and janitorial)
St Timothy is doing well considering we are not holding large worship gatherings on Sundays. We have no
activity in the building, and therefore no Building Use Income. We are reporting to council each month so
we can keep them up to date on our status.
We have made one transfer of $20,000 from investments to provide a cushion of funds. We have also
applied for the Payroll Protections Plan from our bank, Wells Fargo, and two vendors we use, Quickbooks
and PayPal. We have yet to hear if we will receive any funds. We are also continuing to pay all of our staff
and musicians at this time as they work from home to provide us a unique worship experience which is
available on the St Tim’s web site and is emailed to everyone.
If you would like to help with contributions you can either mail or hand deliver a check to the office during
the week. Please call Pr. Rachael at 255-8001 to schedule if you are dropping by. She is in the
office Monday through Thursday. You can also make an electronic contribution using Paypal through a
link on the St Tim’s web site. We also use Vanco to make electronic contributions directly from your
bank to St. Tim’s bank.
If you are 70 ¹⁄ years old, you are also eligible to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly
from an IRA. The distribution will go directly to St. Tim’s and will be excluded from your taxable income.
For help with a QCD contact Rob Evers at 505-321-1222 and your IRA fund manager.
THANK YOU to everyone who is giving so generously to keep the St. Tim’s ministry in
Christ’s name going!
A special thanks to the finance team for all you do!!

❖

St. Tim’s Facility Report - by Michele Benton
Spring has sprung, so lots of things are happening outside the building. Thanks to Bert and
Anthony for cleaning up pine needles and mulberry seeds along Copper! They are also
planning to attack the weeds in the alley very soon!
Thanks Rob for mowing the grass and sweeping the walkways for courtyard worship on
Sunday!
Thanks Ron Henkel for setting up Pastor Rachael’s swamp cooler!
Michele and Jean cleaned out Clara's new space. Marie is planning to apply a fresh coat
of paint in the room soon too.
Michele applied nematodes to the east lawn to eat the grub worms, then planted some
grass seed and is waiting for it to sprout! We have the sprinklers set to run daily until grass is
doing ok.
We have a few neighbors looking out for people sleeping on the property. They notify us if
there are problems. APD is also doing a nightly patrol to keep people from camping
outside our building.
Please let us know if you see anything that needs attention. Enjoy the spring weather!

❖

Adult Education on Zoom - Dan Rader
We continue to offer Adult Education at 11am on Sunday mornings using the video
conferencing app Zoom. The format is simple: the leader will select and read a Bible passage,
give some personal thoughts on the text, and then open things up for discussion.
No advance preparation is required, just have a Bible handy! We will send out a Zoom invitation
the week before each class and will include the Bible reading if we know it.
We will include some special events as well, such as on Sunday May 3 we will have a
guest speaker provide a Q&A session on HopeWorks. To avoid cluttering your mail boxes,
we're only sending Zoom invites to those who have requested one. If you'd like to join us, if you
have any questions/suggestions, or if you want to volunteer to lead a class, please contact
Dan Rader (djrader@aol.com or 858-1472).
●
●

May 3
May 10

●
●
●

May 17
May 24
May 31

HopeWorks Q&A
Sarah Los: NT Wright Chap 25: Matthew 27:45-28:20
(END OF STUDY!)
Ron Bousek: reading will be announced
Anthony Harkness: reading will be announced
Dan Rader: reading will be announced

❖

St. Tim’s Book Club News - by Becky Lee
Our next book club meeting: Friday, June 5 @ 6 pm. We will meet via Zoom. Even if the
Governor’s “stay at home” order has been lifted, I’m sure we will have to limit the size of our group.
Meeting online will be more prudent all around. I will certainly miss sharing a meal with everyone! If
you would like to join the group, but aren’t sure if you’re on the Book Club email list, contact Becky
Lee (blee71willmar@gmail.com) to make sure you get a Zoom invitation.
Our next book: The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border by Francisco Cantu.
Cantu lays bare, in damning light, the casual brutality of the [immigration] system, how unjust laws
and private prisons and a militarized border have shattered families and mocked America’s myths
about itself (New York Times Book Review). The author veers away from propaganda and
stereotypes and into the wild deserts and mountains, and, especially, the hearts and minds of the
people who traverse the increasingly militarized borderlands (Wall Street Journal).
Andrea Brandt suggested this book and adds: I could really relate to Cantu's book because it's set
right here where we live, our borders: Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico. Anyone who's travelled at
all in this area will be able to envision the scenes. Cantu's experience is from both sides which I
found very important. He is an amazing writer.
Order the book and plan to join us June 5 for what I’m sure will be a stimulating discussion.
Everyone is welcome!

❖

Rocky Mountain Synod in the Neighborhood - FOR ALL!
The Sky Ranch Coloring book -- what a great idea!
In this time of stay at home orders, Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp would
like to share some fun with you... a Sky Ranch Coloring Book! This is
an easy and fun resource you can share with families or anyone
who may need a mental break from their computer screen!
We asked our staff members, campers and the community to share
their favorite drawing(s) of camp and created our Sky Ranch Coloring
Book! This will be an ongoing project throughout the summer where we
can bring a little camp to you during these difficult and unknowing times.
If you know of anyone who is interested in adding a page to the coloring
book, have them contact Ally Plucheck at Ally@skyranchcolorado.org
The latest updated version of the coloring book can always be found on the Sky Ranch website.

#GivingTuesdayNow is a new global day of generosity and unity that will take place on
Tuesday, May 5, 2020. #GivingTuesdayNow is an emergency response to the unprecedented
need caused by COVID-19.

★

ELCA
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) continues to minister to its members, to those
who are hurting and searching for peace, and to those in need. To continue this important work, the
church needs your help. Help people and ministries affected by COVID-19

★

Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains
Our staff continues to serve older adults, refugees, and children and families who are vulnerable
during "normal" times but who are at more risk now. If you are able to give during this time, please
consider a donation to our Client Emergency Support Fund.

★

Lutheran World Relief
Be a shield to neighbors in some of the world’s most vulnerable communities. In the places where
we work, social distancing and quarantining drive families further into poverty and hunger – but on
#GivingTuesdayNow you can be a shield that protects families. Your $25 gift on that day will send a
family a COVID-19 Defense Kit containing masks, soap and other critical hygiene items to keep
families healthy. GIVE NOW

The ELCA churchwide organization is here to
support our members, congregations, synods and
partners during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Call 1-800-638-3522 and press #4 or email
HereToServe@ELCA.org for prayer, support and to
ask your questions.
#ELCAChurchTogether #COVID19

