The primary thing that I recognized was that every Sunday morning we hear so many voices from
the community. Every week a handful of you read the scripture, provide the prayers and music, and
help serve right alongside Pastor Rachael and live out the phrase she says every Sunday morning - I
am a minister among ministers. I get the sense that hearing the many voices of St. Tim’s on Sunday
morning is one of the ways that this community feels recharged to go out together throughout the
week ministering to the homeless, our community, and the world.
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the
lathe; Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the
noon of the day.
This Holy Week is not at all what any of us planned. We were going to collaborate with St. Luke,
St. Paul, and Cross of Hope for a “round robin”-type Holy Week, which I was looking forward to very
much. St. Tim’s was going to host Good Friday service and I had plans to have incredible soloists Jean Eickhoff, Hannah Thigpen, Gabriel Deyarmond, and Joseph Mitchell join with our wonderful choir to create an incredible musical offering that evening. We’ve changed
our plans drastically, but I am delighted that on Good Friday you will still hear these many beautiful
musical voices. Oh, and I haven’t forgotten about Easter - ha! Be ready to make a joyful noise in
your home or in your yard on Easter morning!
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace;
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord at the eve of the
day.
Dear choir: I miss you all. I miss rehearsing with you, chatting with you, and making music with you.
The moment it is safe to do so, I hope to have a retreat and sing all of our favorite anthems again.
In the interim, I’ve taken your responses to questions about favorite hymns of all time, childhood
songs, and hymns that are most impactful during this time, and I’ve made a playlist of some of the
best choirs in the world singing them. Well, there are a few other things mixed in there too. I’m
sharing it below for the congregation to enjoy too.
From the choir to the congregation: Please enjoy this compilation of our favorite hymns and songs.
While we can’t bring you this music right now, we hope these amazing choirs and choral works will
bring you comfort and joy. You can find the list here and linked on the Music Ministry page on the
St. TIm’s Website.
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm;
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of
the day.
During this time of Coronavirus, your generosity, flexibility, and support for one another has been
astounding. I am so grateful to be working in this community.
Lord of All Hopefulness, ELW #765. Text by Jan Struther.

Wondrous Love - Holy Week Together
Although many of our original plans for experiencing Holy Week in community with several other
ELCA churches in Albuquerque have fallen through, we are sharing Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
with St. Luke Lutheran Church! The logistics are below.
Maundy Thursday:
A live-streamed service will be held today, April 9th at 6:30pm on the St. Luke Lutheran Facebook
Page (www.facebook.com/stlukeabq/). As soon as it begins, we will share it to our Facebook Page and
post it to our website. If you are unable to join the live-stream, the video should be posted on their
website (http://stlukeabq.org/Media/Videos) after the service ends. Pastor Rachael will be
preaching the sermon. Please bring bread and wine or grape juice to your home worship space for
this evening of worship.
Good Friday:
The Good Friday service, “Poured Out - The Elements of Holy Week,” will be posted to our
SoundCloud (soundcloud.com/sttimsabq) the afternoon of April 10th. In order to participate most
fully in worship together, you’ll want to gather the following items (or suitable substitutes): small
bowl of oil, basin of warm water, small cup of wine or juice, small bowl of salt and spoon, candle, and
match/lighter. You may also hear an invitation to this service here. We encourage you to begin
worship right at 6:30pm, if possible, so we can all experience it together. We’ll share the link to our
Facebook page and discussion group shortly before 6:30pm.
Easter:
We will post our Easter worship on SoundCloud as well (soundcloud.com/sttimsabq) and share it via
email and Facebook, as usual. For this worship experience, you’ll want to have paper and pencil, your
cell phone, a Bible, a blank card, envelope, stamp, big wooden spoons, and pots and pans!
Are you ready to share the good news?!?

Church Together Toolkit - April 2020 Assembly Ambassador Monthly Toolkit
Ministry Focus: Church Together
Thoughts from Bishop Jim:
Church Together isn’t always easier, but it's faithful to our calling as the Body of Christ for the life
of the world. As a church with three distinct but interdependent expressions – congregations,
synods, churchwide – our witness and ministry is expanded exponentially by our life as Church
Together in local contexts, across this country and around the globe. More than just a good idea, for
me Church Together is a lived experience - whether I am with colleagues at our ELCA Conference of
Bishops or visiting our synod’s congregations and ministries. Church Together is front and center
whenever any of us participate in an ELCA Youth Gathering, collaborate with
ecumenical/interreligious partners, engage deeply in our communities or walk with our companions in
Madagascar. The list is endless, but the point is singular: there is power and promise when we
commit ourselves to life as Christ’s Church, Better Together!
Mission Moment: ELCA Conference of Bishops
Mission Moment Image: The bishops of the 5 synods of Region 2 gather for dinner and conversation
at the most recent Conference of Bishops.

The ELCA Conference of Bishops includes all 65 synod bishops of the church together with our
Presiding Bishop and ELCA Secretary. This 67-member group gathers at least twice each year for
worship and study, mutual sharing and to conduct business. While primarily advisory, the role of the
Conference of Bishops is significant within the life of this church, having a particular role in matters
related to rostered ministers and also reviewing proposals before they are passed along to the ELCA

Church Council for adoption. The conference also advises the Presiding Bishop in matters related to
churchwide planning and ecumenical relations. (from ELCA website)
Bishop Jim notes: “In my own experience, the Conference of Bishops represents not only the
geographical diversity of our church but the variety of cultural, theological and personal
perspectives characteristic of the ELCA itself. The Conference is a community where ideas and joys
can be shared, where support and feedback for challenges can be sought, and where future
directions for the church's future can be explored. As a community with direct connections to our
congregational, synod and churchwide ministries, the Conference of Bishops is well-placed to build
bridges of collaboration in our life as Christ’s Church, Better Together within the ELCA."
Prayer Petition:
You have called us into community as your Church, a community that is called into relationship with
one another for the sake of your mission. We pray for the partnerships between our congregations,
partner ministries, synods, and churchwide expression. Unite us in our shared work, make us bold in
seeking out new partnerships and collaborations as we seek to embody your Church Together.

