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Thanks be to God for
Habitat for Humanity!
Congratulations to Martin Ndayisenga and family
for their new Habitat home!! Martin coordinates and
preaches for the Good News Ministry at St Tim's. Thanks be
to God for this blessing!
 Be a part of the build day on Wednesday,

December 1 8, 201 9 @ 8 am!
Read more about this amazing opportunity for the Ndayisenga
family and their journey under Habitat for Humanity Home.

(Build day details and how you can get involved are under
Outreach/Stewardship.)
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Dates to Remember

Church Events

Theology on Tap @ Nob Hill Bar and Grill!
We will meet on November 13th at 6-7:30
p.m. TOT is open discussion of what Theology
looks like in the world. Order your food and
drink (not required to participate), and prepare to discuss
spirituality in our lives. See Anthony Harkness if you have any
questions anthonyharkness65@gmail.com
Sounds of Service Music Concert - Pastor Rachael, Clara
Byom, Issa Noor, and Dan Golden! 11/8, 6 pm
Family Promise @ St. Tim’s: 11/10-11/17
Umoja Women’s Refugee Fellowship: 11/10 & 11/24, 5 pm
Learn more @ https://www.umojaabq.com/
2019 LAM-NM Conference: 11/16, 8:30 am
St. Tim’s Women’s Ministry Retreat:
11/16, 9:30 am

November – Adult Ed: Gospel of Matthew
(Sundays @ 11 am)
November – New Book Study! “Reviving Old Scratch”
(Mondays 10 am, Thursdays 6 pm)
November – Thursday Night Choir Rehearsal
(7:15 pm)
November 3 – Day Light Savings Ends
November 8 – Sounds of Service Concert - Pastor
Rachael and Friends! (6 pm)
November 10 – Storehouse Pick-up
November 10 – Stewardship/Advocacy Team Meeting
November 10-17 – Family Promise @ St. Tim’s
November 10 & 24 – Umoja Women’s Refugee
Fellowship (5 pm)
November 13 – TOT @ Nob Hill Bar & Grill (6 pm)
November 16 – 2019 LAM-NM Conference (8:30 am)
November 16 – St. Tim’s Women’s Ministry Retreat
(Norbertine Center, 9:30 am)
November 24 – St. Tim’s Congregation Meeting
November 24 – Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship
(St. Paul Lutheran Church, 3 pm)
November 28 – Thanksgiving Day
December 18 – Habitat for Humanity Build Day
(Ndayisenga Family, 8 am)

Worship Assistants
Task

November 3

November 10

November 17

November 24

December 1

Asst. Minister

Barbara Blackwell

Ken Sherrell

Juli Owen

Chris Owen

Dennis Roberts

Children’s Time
Prayer Leader
Lector

Sue Mather
Ron Solimon
Jean Eickhoff

Neal Mather
To Be Announced
Wayne Aspholm

Judy Jacobson
James Bowman
Sarah Los

Joshua Hochstetler
Marcie Wilson
To Be Announced

Sue Mather
Joshua Hochstetler
To Be Announced

Comm. Assistants

Elaine Solimon
Phillis Harper-Rispolli

Bob Jacobson
Becky Lee

Nathan White
Ron Henkel

Greg Noth
Ansu Kuruvilla

Beth Neer
Darra Kingsley

Altar Guild

Robin Harmon &
Nancy Brown

Robin Harmon &
Nancy Brown

Robin Harmon &
Nancy Brown

Michele Benton
& Rob Evers

Michele Benton
& Rob Evers

Comm. Bread

Robin Harmon

Robin Harmon

Robin Harmon

Robin Harmon

Donna Lisotto

Ushers

Rob Evers
Dan Rader
Lee & Marcie Wilson

Gary Miller
Roger Radloff
Vickie Towne

Jackie Love
Terri Christiansen
Bob Jacobson

Donna Lisotto
Gene Lisotto
Bert Blackwell

Greeter
Pew Angel

Bob Jacobson
Audrey & Wilbur
Jahn
Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita

Bob Jacobson
Audrey & Wilbur
Jahn
Robin Harmon
Mona Sherrell

Bob Jacobson
Audrey & Wilbur
Jahn
Terri Christiansen
Scott Hardy

To Be Announced
Audrey & Wilbur
Jahn
Michele Benton
Rob Evers

Rob Evers
Dan Rader
Lee & Marcie
Wilson
Donna Lisotto
Michele Benton

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Tellers
Projectionist

Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita
Marie Henkel

Rocky Mountain Synod, ELCA
Presiding Bishop Eaton: WE ARE TO BE BOLD
This church had a meeting in August. We gathered in Milwaukee for
the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. We were filled with anticipation and
excitement—what would unfold during the assembly? How would we
be inspired by worship and Bible study? How would we be
challenged? What new insight into the work of the church would we
receive?
It turned out to be quite a week. The assembly adopted a social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and
Justice: A Call to Action”; offered an apology to people of African descent; adopted a resolution
setting aside June 17 as a day of repentance to commemorate the Emanuel 9; moved forward on our
work toward authentic diversity; declared the ELCA a sanctuary denomination; adopted a policy
statement, “A Declaration of Inter-religious Commitment”; celebrated the successful completion of
our first-ever comprehensive campaign; began the celebration of 50 years of Lutheran women being
ordained in the United States, 40 years of women of color being ordained, and 10 years of
LGBTQIA+ individuals being able to serve freely; elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer as secretary;
passed a budget; and much more.
The assembly was intense, and voting members were actively engaged. The actions taken generated
much debate during and after the assembly. Different narratives about what did and did not happen
have been spun.
Some say that a gathering of well-meaning people got a little carried away and entangled the church
in impossibly naïve and dangerously political issues—calling out patriarchy, denouncing racial inequity,
establishing a new commemoration for the church calendar, becoming a “sanctuary denomination,”
being a little too open to inter-religious commitments. Others say that a gathering of well-meaning
people took decisions that were too timid, that didn’t go nearly far enough to address and act on
significant issues in society and within the church. It seems as if they are reporting on two
different events.

Led by the Spirit, we caught a glimpse of the kingdom of God
breaking into the world.

Rocky Mountain Synod, ELCA
Here’s what did happen. Our days were centered around the word and sacraments. At midday every
day we gathered for communion. We heard the word read, proclaimed and sung. We remembered
our baptism. We received the living Word in, with and under the bread and wine. This wasn’t an
intermission in our work, a kind of break from the real business of the assembly. It was the source
and strength for the work we were called to do.
Before votes were cast, we paused in silence and then in prayer. There was Bible study every day.
We sang psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God. We had deep conversations with each other,
first as strangers, but then recognizing in each other a member of the body of Christ. We
celebrated and disagreed and laughed and got far too little sleep. And, led by the Spirit, we caught
a glimpse of the kingdom of God breaking into the world.
One of the gifts the Lutheran movement offers to the world is the clear declaration that the word
of God is both law and gospel, judgment and promise. Martin Luther had a very conservative view of
human nature, recognizing our brokenness, rebellion and sin. We all stand under God’s judgment. Did
we get it all right at the assembly? Probably not. Where we were in error, may God correct us. But
the word’s promise is that we are forgiven and redeemed. We are freed in Christ to love and serve
our neighbor.
The actions taken in Milwaukee were based on our scriptural and confessional understanding of who
God chooses to be for us, especially and most clearly in Jesus crucified and risen for the life of the
world. We believe that God desires abundant life for all, that all people are created equally in the
image of God, that we are commanded to welcome the stranger and care for children.
And we are to be bold. In Milwaukee, we stepped out in faith.

“We are a church that values and encourages diverse voices and lively dialogue
in our faith and life.” - Living Lutheran

Assisting Ministers
Pastor Rachael

Thank you and Reminders for Assisting Ministers
Thank you to all of our wonderful Assisting Ministers who are
visible examples of the Priesthood of All Believers every Sunday!

Just a couple of reminders:
1. As we head into flu season, remember that hand sanitizer is always available for you after
the passing of the peace. If you do not see it on top of the projection cabinet behind the
altar, please let me know and I’ll be happy to locate it for you.
2. When serving the gluten-free wafers during the celebration of Holy Communion, please
remember to lift the bowl holding the wafers rather than pick up an individual wafer. For
those with significant gluten intolerance, the transfer of a tiny amount of gluten from your
fingers onto the wafer could cause a serious reaction.
3. If there is anything in the bulletin that doesn’t look right to you with regard to your role,
please don’t hesitate to ask me about it. We have the joy of experiencing all sorts of variety
in worship and I have been known to forget to share those important changes with the
Assisting Ministers. Thank you so much for reminding ME when that happens!
Thanks be to God for all of the faithful servants who contribute their gifts every week in worship!
In Christ, Pr. Rachael

Women’s Ministry Retreat
Michele Benton

Join St. Tim’s Women’s Ministry for their annual retreat on
November 16, 2019 at Norbertine Center!
Women's Ministry will NOT meet on Thursday this month. Pastor Rachael
and Sara Los will guide us in a sensory prayer retreat. We will meet at St.
Tim's at 9a.m. to carpool, or arrive by 9:30 so we can enjoy coffee and start by 9:45. Lunch will be
provided. Please RSVP to Michele Benton. Plan to spend time enjoying the beautiful setting until
2pm.Please contact Michele Benton, dnbenton@swcp.com to sign-up or for more information.
St. Tim’s Sewing Group has returned every first Wednesday of the month, next gathering
November 6. Contact Donna Lisotto, donnalisotto@msn.com for more information.

Outreach / Stewardship
Anthony Harkness

Stewardship/Advocacy Update
 We have raised $260.00 so far for Lutheran World Hunger Relief!

The 4th Quarter is typically for discernment for 2020, some good ol' Competitive Resting!
 What we are exploring in relation to what was learned or experienced during the sabbatical is how
we deepen relationships within our church community and the community outside of our church.
Share and spread the Good News!
 Some things we are considering for next year:

Breaking Bread-We are exploring Dinner Church, where individuals from the congregation would
invite other congregation members 3-6 people to their homes for food and conversation. Also
exploring, on a larger scale, how we might have a potluck style get together with our neighbors
(actual), business community, and partners (i.e. LFS, HopeWorks, Family Promise, etc.) at the
church. Model we are considering: https://thepeoplessupper.org/

Improving/enhancing relationships with Nob Hill Churches: Fall Festival at a local park where the
Churches and Community come together to just be together.

Exploring better ways to recycle that are more efficient than our current method. Being nice to
the planet is always a good idea! https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/

Methods of improving attendance at Theology on Tap or is it time to empty the pint glass and
call it a day..?
 Next Stewardship/Advocacy meeting: November 10th @ 12sh.
Questions/Ideas: anthonyharkness65@gmail.com
 Unity House IV - Come help Martin Ndayisenga (GNM) and his family build their new Habitat
home! Build Day: Wednesday 1 2/1 8/1 9 @ 8 am.
Yes it will be cold, so wear your long johns! Questions email Anthony anthonyharkness65@gmail.com
Sign-up sheet is in the Community Room and you will need to register on-line. Anthony will forward
the link and details to all those on the sign-up sheet prior to the event. Read about the Ndayisenga
Habitat home on the next page.

Habitat for Humanity Home
Building on Faith - Unity House IV, Martin & Christine
Habitat for Humanity’s global mission seeks to put God’s love into action by bringing people together
to build homes, communities and hope. The faith community has supported Habitat builds for decades
– designating funds to pay for construction, volunteering, providing lunches and raising awareness
about the need for affordable housing. Unity House IV is made possible through a collaboration of
Albuquerque’s diverse community of faith. To learn more or find out how your community can
participate contact Habitat’s Faith Relations Committee.
On September 7th, Habitat broke ground on Unity House IV, a collaborative project of Albuquerque’s
Faith Community. Future homeowners are Martin and Christine, and their four children. During the
ceremony for his family’s first home Martin said, “Since I was little I moved from one refugee camp
to another, until we moved here in 2007. God bless the United States for accepting our application
for resettlement. In our culture, in Africa, to have land and a house is a privilege that makes you feel
like you are human. Now we will have a place to call home and next year our address will be right
here.”
This four bedroom home will cost $126,000 to complete. Donations of any amount are appreciated.

Martin was just ten years old when he was separated from his parents and was forced to flee to
neighboring Tanzania to escape the ethnic conflict that was tearing apart his native country of
Burundi, Africa. He spent 12 years living in different refugee camps, where he completed his high
school studies and met his wife Christine.
Christine was born in Rwanda from Burundian parents. During the 1994 Rwandan ethnic war, she and
her parents left and found exile in Tanzania at a refugee camp where she met Martin.
Martin and Christine arrived in the United States in 2007 under a refugee resettlement program.
Today, Martin works as the Project Coordinator and Refugee Community Leader for RWP, a program
of the University of New Mexico.

He earned his Bachelor’s degree in social work and is currently a candidate for his Masters in Social
Work. He is the co-founder and secretary of the Association of Burundian Americans in New
Mexico and is a Council Board Member of the Office of Immigrants and Refugees Affairs in the
Mayor’s office. Martin is also a member of the Refugee Congress, a national organization supported
by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Martin is fluent in Kirundi/Kinyarwanda,
Swahili, French and English and serves as Preacher for the Good News Ministry, an evangelical
program supported by Saint Timothy Lutheran Church.
Christine attended Central New Mexico Community College to learn English and participated in
vocational training organized by Women Global Pathways. During this training, she learned sewing,
crochet, jewelry-making and how to open a woman-owned business. Christine is a co-founder and
board member of the Association of Burundian Americans in New Mexico and volunteers for the
Good News Ministry.
Martin and Christine have been blessed with four children: Ervin Martin, Amity Martin, Daryl Martin
and Breilla Martin.
Even though Martin and Christine are Burundian descents, they have never been to that country.
The United States is their first home country where they gained citizenship through the
naturalization process. “Being selected by Habitat for Humanity is an amazing opportunity to realize
our dreams and help our children to feel supported,” said Martin.

“I have known Martin and Christine since shortly after they arrived in the US in 2007. Martin is a
true community leader who has devoted so much of his time and energy to helping the broader
African refugee community in Albuquerque. He and Christine are devoted parents and it has been a
pleasure to see their family grow. I believe they are perfect candidates for a house through
Habitat for Humanity and I know they have the commitment and community support to fulfill their
responsibilities.” – Jessica Goodkind, PhD, Associate Professor, UNM

Stay Tuned
 Name Tags - by Judy Jacobson
Welcome! What’s your name?
How many times have we heard this phrase or said it ourselves? Welcoming people by name is an
important part of making people feel comfortable and they belong. Name tag request sheets are
out on the Narthex table and if you already have a name tag, please remember to wear it.

 Adult Ed - by Dan Rader
After our summer sabbatical break, we are returning to our study of N.T. Wright's "For Everyone
Bible Study Guides: Matthew." Don't worry if you haven't been to the previous classes- you can
jump in with us where we are. All are welcome! Please join us in the back classroom at 11am for
Sunday Adult Ed:
Nov 3

Chap 12: Matthew 13:54-14:36

Nov 10

Chap 13: Matthew 15:1-39

Nov 17

Chap 14: Matthew 16:1-28

Nov 24

Congregational meeting (no class)

 St. Tim’s Book Club News - by Becky Lee
Our next book is The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom.
We’ll meet to discuss the book and share food and fellowship
on Friday, December 6 @ 6 pm. Location: To be determined.
Pastor Rachael suggested this book. Here's what she wrote in recommending it: I re-read [this]
book from my junior high days over the past week and I was blown away by it. So, I have to
recommend, "The Hiding Place" by Corrie Ten Boom. It's so inspiring!! Here's the description
from the publisher: Corrie Ten Boom stood naked with her older sister Betsie, watching a

concentration camp matron beating a prisoner. "Oh, the poor woman," Corrie cried. "Yes. May
God forgive her," Betsie replied. And, once again, Corrie realized that it was for the souls of the
brutal Nazi guards that her sister prayed. Here is a book filled with the glory of God and the
courage of a quiet Christian spinster whose life was transformed by it. A story of Christ's
message and the courageous woman who listened and lived to pass it along -- with joy and triumph!
Everyone is invited to be part of St. Tim’s Book Club. Our meetings are filled with good food,
fellowship, and stimulating discussion. We welcome new members! If you have questions or would
like to be added to the book club email list, contact Becky Lee blee71willmar@gmail.com

Stay Tuned
 Family Promise of ABQ - by Marie Henkel
Our next week to host up to four families here at St. Tim’s will be November 1 0 - 1 7!

Please sign up in the community room to help with a meal or spend the night on a comfy folding
bed in the Sunday school room, or bring supplies. This program supports families with children
while they work with professional staff to overcome barriers and find sustainable housing. We
participate along with 24 other faith congregations in Albuquerque to provide shelter, food and
hospitality to these families. For more information, check their website FamilypromiseAbq.org,
or contact Marie, mlhenkel@gmail.com.

You can make a difference in the life of a child
who has no home! Thanks be to God for all of you!

 Donations Needed

 Now that cold weather has arrived, Women's Ministry will collect knit hats, gloves and socks
for distribution during the week. Thanks!

 Lutheran Family Services is providing ongoing services for refugees living in Albuquerque
communities. If you would like to support our families, we are asking for donations for
monthly bus passes ($30) and day passes ($2). These can be purchased at the Transit
Center on Central and First Avenue. Also needed are clothes line dryers.
For more information or questions, please contact Volunteer and Donations Coordinator.

Sandi Bertholomey, Community Outreach Coordinator for Lutheran Family Services
505-933-7014, sandi.bertholomey@lfsrm.org

 AFS Intercultural Programs - by Becky Lee
Fourteen AFS international students (from Thailand, Japan and Hong Kong) are currently
attending the Menaul School as boarding students. AFS Intercultural Programs is looking for
host families/couples/singles who are willing to host one or two of these students during one or
more of the breaks when the dorms are closed: Thanksgiving, Christmas, spring break. Are you
willing to give one of these kids a chance to experience life in an American home? Families
need to complete the AFS application process, provide the student with a bed, 3 meals a day,
and the care and support you would provide to your own child.

If you have questions/are interested, contact Becky Lee (858-1472; blee71willmar@gmail.com).
Please consider it! It's an exciting way to expand your family and your world.

Letter from Council

If you would like to receive the Crosslight,
please email office@sttimschurch.net with
your contact info. Thank you for reading!

St Timothy’s Lutheran Church

211 Jefferson Street NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108

Reconciling in Christ
Congregation of the ELCA

