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The African Woman’s Fellowship is meeting from 5:00 
PM until 7:00 PM every other Sunday evening, as 

women from St. Timothy and several community 
volunteers share time and fellowship with women of the 
Good News Ministry.  The non-native English language 

speakers are working on skills that will help them study 
the New Mexico Driver’s Manual and to gain better 

computer skills.  Together we can practice and learn.  
The group is meeting on August 4th and 18th, and 
meetings will continue in September and October.  

Your support and interest is welcome! 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StTimsChurch


 

 
 
 

  

 
  

 
 
  

Theology on Tap @ Nob Hill Bar and Grill! 
We will meet on August 14th at 6-7:30 p.m. 
at Nob Hill Bar and Grill. 
TOT is a gathering of people who like to eat and discuss 
spirituality in our lives. Order your food and drink and prepare 
to talk; you need not eat or drink anything to participate! 
Check out our Facebook page the Monday prior to the event 
for a teaser concerning the discussion topic. See Anthony 
Harkness or Ed Schissel if you have any questions.  
 
Stewardship & Advocacy Team Meeting: Joint meeting on 
August 11 after fellowship, 12ish 
 
Family Promise @ St. Tim’s: August 11–18 
 
Kids Pool Party: August 13, 4-7pm @ the Henkel’s 
 
Joint Worship and Picnic with Good News Ministry (GNM): 
Sunday, August 25 
 
Save the Date! God’s Work, Our Hands - September 7 
 
Save the Date! September 8 - First day of Sunday School 
for the Kids  
 
 

August – Adult Ed: "Intrusive God, Disruptive Gospel" 
Encountering the Divine in the Books of Acts 
(Sundays @ 11 am)  
August – Book Discussion: "Intrusive God, Disruptive 
Gospel" Encountering the Divine in the Books of Acts  
(Mondays 10 am and Thursdays 6 pm) 
August 4 & 18 – African Women's Group Gathering 
August 6 – National Night Out (6:30 pm) 
August 11 – Stewardship & Advocacy Team Meeting 
August 11-18 – Family Promise Week 
August 13 – Kids Pool Party 
August 15 – Women’s Ministry Bible Study & 
Luncheon (11:30 am) 
August 16-18 – Reflection with Prof Matthew Skinner  
August 18 – Storehouse Pick-up  
August 18 – St. Tim’s Choir Retreat (5-7 pm) 
August 22 – Sounds of Service Concert: Blue Tortoise 
Duo (4 pm) 
August 25 – Joint Worship and Picnic with GNM 
September 7 – “God Work, Our Hands” Workday 
September 8 – Sunday School Returns 
September 13 – St. Tim’s Book Club @ the Bowman’s 
September 13-15 – Reverend Sarah Ciavarri, Daring 
To Be Vulnerable 
 

Worship Assistants 

 

Church Events 
 

Dates to Remember  

Task August 4 August 11 August 18 August 25 September 1 

Asst. Minister Jean Eickhoff Jean Eickhoff Ken Sherrell Mona Sherrell Ron Henkel 

Children’s Time Joshua Hochstetler Marcie Wilson Neal Mather Judy Jacobson Sue Mather 
Prayer Leader Dennis Roberts Grace Bousek Carmen Rodriguez Scott Hardy Vivian Bowman 
Lector Alicia Noth Anthony Harkness To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced 

Comm. Assistants Terri Christiansen 
Debby Morrell 

Marcie Wilson 
Michele Benton 

Darra Kingsley 
Elaine Solimon  
 

Barbara and  
Bert Blackwell 

Mary Beth Tidwell 
Phyllis Harper-
Rispoli 

Altar Guild Audrey Jahn 
Rob Evers 

Audrey Jahn  
Rob Evers 

Audrey Jahn  
Rob Evers 

Audrey Jahn  
Rob Evers 

Barbara Blackwell 
Marybeth Tidwell 
Vickie Towne 

Comm. Bread Sharon Kalita Sharon Kalita Sharon Kalita Sharon Kalita Judy Jacobson 
Ushers Dan Rader 

Rob Evers 
Lee & Marcie  
Wilson 

Gary Miller 
Roger Radloff 
Wilbur Jahn  

Jackie Love 
Terri Christiansen  
Bob Jacobson 

Donna Lisotto  
Gene Lisotto  
Bert Blackwell 
 

Dan Rader 
Rob Evers 
Lee & Marcie  
Wilson 

Greeter Marcie Wilson Marcie Wilson Marcie Wilson Marcie Wilson Betty Christiansen 
Pew Angel Jennifer LaCoss Jennifer LaCoss Jennifer LaCoss Jennifer LaCoss Judy Jacobson 
Tellers Rob Evers 

Sharon Kalita 
Robin Harmon 
Mona Sherrell 

Terri Christiansen  
Scott Hardy 

Michele Benton  
Rob Evers 

Rob Evers 
Sharon Kalita 

Projectionist Debby Morrell  Debby Morrell Debby Morrell Debby Morrell Becky Lee 
 



 

 
 
 

  

  
Acts 1:8 — Before he ascends into heaven, Jesus declares, 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
  The Acts of the Apostles is arguably the most exciting book in the Bible.  First, the author, 
whom we call Luke, makes it clear that the faithful are being led (pushed?) by the Holy Spirit.  (The 
book could better be called The Acts of the Holy Spirit.)  Everything that happens, happens because 
the breath (Holy Spirit) of God is re-creating the world with the Good News of the risen Son, Jesus 
Christ. 
  Second, the stories are woven together, one after the other.  Like some of today’s TV series, 
no sooner does one action packed episode end, than the next explodes upon us.  With the exception of 
the Holy Spirit, no one character in Acts is above another in stature.  For example, Deacon Philip is 
one of the seven deacons selected to help serve the Hellenist widows and orphans.  We must assume 
with his name that he is of Hellenist and not Jewish ancestry.  When the persecution led by Saul 
begins in Jerusalem, Philip flees to Samaria.  
   
  Jesus said that his followers would spread the Good News in all Judea and Samaria, but I 
doubt this is what the young church had in mind.  Before the persecution began, there is no mention in 
the Jerusalem church of an effort to be “. . . witnesses in all Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”  It is the persecution in Jerusalem that begins the proclamation.  Deacon Philip proclaims the 
Good News where he finds himself: Samaria.  The Samaritans believe!   
  
  But we need some background to understand how big a deal this is.  Samaria was the same 
region that originally was home to 10 of the 12 tribes of the Hebrews.  After King Solomon died, 
those 10 tribes divorced from the two tribes of Judah forming the nation of Israel (geographically, 
current day northern Israel).  Israel was conquered by the Assyrians in 722 B.C.  As the Assyrians 
conquered lands, they took captives and transplanted them into other lands.  So Israel becomes a mix 
of remnants of the 10 tribes and a host of new neighbors who are gentiles (foreign peoples).  It was a 
move by the Assyrians to prevent conquered territories from rebelling — hard to rebel when you do 
not speak the same language as your neighbor.  Over the centuries, the Israelites and other peoples 
mixed, and eventually became known as Samaritans.  The Samaritans still worshiped the same God as 
the Judeans, but they were no longer pure blood Hebrews.  To the Jews of Jesus’ time, they were 
worse than gentiles, they were the cousins gone bad. 
 
 
 

The Acts of the Apostles 
Pastor Neal Mather 

 



 

 
 
 

  

  The Acts of the Apostles 
Pastor Neal Mather 

   So who among the Jewish-Christian disciples in Jerusalem would be good to bring the Good 
News to Samaria?  Nobody!  But a Hellenist-Jewish Christian who did not hold 800 years of ingrained 
hate, well, he could.  And did! 

 
The question becomes as Luke spins his story is, “How come the Holy Spirit was not received 

when Philip baptized them?”   Well . . . Jesus didn’t say there would be two distinct groups of 
followers — Samaritan Christians and Jewish.  So having Jewish Christians Peter and John go to 
Samaria has nothing to do with the giving of the Spirit.  It has everything to do with bridging the 
centuries old Grand Canyon between Jewish Christians and the despised Samaritans.   
  

Philip continues floating along with the wind of the Spirit and baptizes an Ethiopian eunuch, 
who tradition has it took the Good News back to his native land.  Then Philip, swept away by the wind 
of the Spirit, continues up the coast of Israel proclaiming the Good News.  But the Good News is out 
of the Jerusalem bag — and so is Peter.  A few chapters later Peter finds himself staying in the 
house of Simon the Tanner (a tanner was an unclean occupation by any Jewish scale).  This is after 
he brings a woman of mixed ancestry, Tabitha or Dorcas — Jewish and Hellenist names — back to 
this life.  Peter, like most of the witnesses in Acts, himself is carried on the wind of the Spirit to 
bring a Roman centurion (commander of 100 troops in the Roman army), his family, and some of his 
people into the faith.  

 
 Truly, bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to all Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth 
is exciting stuff!  Not only that, we — St. Timothy’s — are a part of that continuing mission!  Now 
that is exciting!  Let us continue to write our Acts of the Holy Spirit chapter in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, and to the ends of the earth! 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

  

   Outreach / Stewardship 
Anthony Harkness 

 
Stewardship Update 
Special thanks to Aaron Dubay from Lutheran Family Services for spending time to help us better 
understand the scope of LFS.  To date we have raised $190.00 for LFS during the third quarter! 

 
Save the date!! - God’s Work, Our Hands, 2019 

As we prepare for this year’s God’s Work, Our Hands, on September 7,  201 9,  
from 8 AM until 1 :00 PM the following sites have agreed to host volunteers. 

Details and sign- up sheets are available in the Community Room.  
 
 Luther House, Lutheran Campus Ministry at UNM and CNM 

(1805 Las Lomas Road NE, Albuquerque, NM 87106), Contact: The Rev. Breonna (Bre) Roberts, 
Campus Pastor 
Volunteers: 8-10, Limited parking 
Tasks include yard work, cleanup, and painting the kitchen.  Volunteers do not need to bring 
tools, etc.  Volunteers should bring water, snacks, etc. for personal need. 
 

 The Storehouse 
(106 Broadway SE, Albuquerque, NM 87102), Contact: Swarupa Watlington, Executive Director 
Volunteers: No limit, adults and children 8 and older, accompanied by a guardian or parent. 
Parking is limited in lot, but available along side streets.  NO parking at Standard Diner or in the 
lot across the street. 
Tasks include sorting, stocking shelves and handing food to clients.  Volunteers should wear 
comfortable shoes/sneakers and ONLY bring items which they can carry on their person; no 
purses, bags, etc.  Volunteers may bring personal water and snacks. 
 

 Tres Hermanes Farm  
(1701 Montano Road NW, Albuquerque, NM, 87107 (Rio Grande Community Farms), 
Contact: Andrew Jo 
Volunteers: Not specified, adults and children accompanied by parent or guardian. 
Parking: Through open gate, next to a big, red barn.  The farm is about a six minute walk away,  
but if accessibility is an issue, transportation can be arranged. 
Tasks include weeding by hand or with tools (furnished), and harvesting of whatever is abundant 
and ready to be picked, latex gloves are available, but volunteers may want to bring their own 
gardening gloves, and wear comfortable sun-protecting clothing, hats, etc. and sunscreen.  Bring 
snacks and plenty of personal water. 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

  

  

Snack Bag Ministry Update 
Michele Benton 
 

 The Snack Bag Ministry can use your help, if everyone donated a dollar every Sunday this 
ministry could be easily maintained.  Please mark giving "Snack Bags". 

 
 "Circle of Hope" is a separate donation to Hope Found that several members of our congregation 

participate in, it is separate from the quarterly campaign.  Any amount is accepted but it is a 
monthly commitment.  If interested contact Anthony or Rob Evers for details.  

 
Next Stewardship / Advocacy meeting - August 11th @ 12ish. 

Questions: anthonyharkness65@gmail.com 

 

Outreach / Stewardship 
Anthony Harkness 
  

 

We really are pleased so many people turned up on Sunday, July 28 to express a strong desire to 
continue the snack bag ministry at St Tim's!  We had with 8 council members present and a total of 
20 St Tim's members along with 2 guests who want to help with snack bag ministry!! 

 
 We decided to set hours from 11-1 each day Monday through Friday and during fellowship 

on Sunday.  If anyone wants to participate we are taking names!  For more information people can 
ask their council members.  It is important at least 2 volunteers be present to hand out bags.  We 
are also doing yard clean up at 1:00 on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays following snack bag 
distribution. 
 

 Rob is committed to buying the food for the snack bags and preparing the snack bags weekly.  
 If anyone would like to help make snack bags please contact Rob.  Thank you Rob! 

 
 Because of recent incidents, we are taking extra measures to assure the safety of staff working 

at St Tim's.  The facility team is committed to making improvements to exterior lighting and 
working on updating our alarm system.  We contacted Albuquerque police, who will regularly patrol 
in our area as time permits.  We are working with HopeWorks Crisis Unit on various ways to de-
escalate incidences.  We are asking everyone to keep their eyes and ears open to look out for our 
property and people who use it.  

We ask for your continuing prayers for this ministry.  

mailto:anthonyharkness65@gmail.com


 

 
 
 

  

  

  

Community Partnerships 
 

 



 

 
 
 

  

St. Tim’s Sabbatical Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Rachael continues her sabbatical and will be away during August and September.  She will be 
reflecting, studying, traveling, and spending time with her family.  We wish her all the best during 
this important time of renewal!  
 
During this time, we continue with a series of celebrations and events that will provide the 
congregation with our own glimpse of a sabbatical experience.  Our sabbatical time includes a variety 
of events and activities: guest-led workshops in August and September, and special book club and 
Bible studies.  All events and activities are open to all!  Please come join us! 
 
 First Event:  We Reconnected at the Norbertine Abbey! 

Our first event was an all-day retreat at which we reconnected with God and with each other. 
We spent the day in prayer, meditation, and fun interaction.  Thank you to all who planned, 
prepared, helped, led, and attended: you all made this a spectacular day! 
 

 Second Event: Reflection with Professor Matthew Skinner, Luther Seminary 
Come join us for a multi-day event with Prof. Skinner, a renowned Luke/Acts scholar.  We will 
compare the growth of the early church to our own experiences here at St. Tim’s as we seek to 
answer the question: how did we get here?  Prof. Skinner will start the weekend with a lecture 
on Friday night, offer two workshop sessions on Saturday, and preach at worship and lead Adult 
Ed on Sunday.  Come join us for one, some, or all these activities!  

Friday Aug 16, 7:00-8:30pm - Lecture: “What Made Christianity Grow?” 
Saturday Aug 17 - Workshop (Community Room) 
 9:00-11:30am   “Sharing our St. Tim’s Stories” 
 11:30am-1pm    Lunch 
 1:00-4:00pm   “What Does it Mean to be the Church?  

 

  



 

 
 
 

  

  St. Tim’s Sabbatical Update 
 Adult Ed Study for Second Event:  In preparation for Prof. Skinner’s visit, Sunday Adult Ed 

and Monday/Thursday book group will study his book “Intrusive God, Disruptive Gospel.” 

Here’s the schedule (see our website for more details): 
Sunday 8/4: Expansions, part 2 (pp 67-92) 
Monday 8/5 & Thurs 8/8: God is Still Speaking (pp 93-114) 
Sunday 8/11: Very Public Disturbances (pp. 115-150) 
Monday 8/12 & Thurs 8/15: The Witness Goes to Rome (pp. 151-177) 

 
 Third Event: Renewal with Rev. Sarah Ciavarr, September 13-15 

Come join us for a multi-day event with Rev. Ciavarri, renowned theologian and Brene Brown 
scholar.  Join us as we seek the Spirit’s guidance to answer the question: What next for St. 
Tim’s?  See our website for more details! 
 
Adult Ed Study for Third Event:  In preparation for Rev. Ciavarri’s visit, Sunday Adult Ed and 
Monday/Thursday book group will study Brene Brown’s book “Daring Greatly.” 

Here’s the schedule (see our website for more details): 
Monday 8/19 & Thurs 8/22: No class this week 
Sunday 8/25: Good News Ministry celebration (no class) 
Monday 8/26 & Thurs 8/29: Preface, Chapter 1 

 
Acknowledgement: We are extremely grateful for the generosity of the Lilly Endowment Clergy 
Renewal Program, which awarded St. Timothy's a grant that covers most of our sabbatical costs. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

  



 

 
 
 

  

 
  

 Family Promise hosting week August 11–18 - by Marie Henkel 

We’ll be hosing up to 4 families with children who are without a home and working very hard to 
get themselves into sustainable housing.  Sign-up sheets are in the Community Room.  Questions? 
Contact Marie Henkel 610-0802. 
 

Stay Tuned! 

 St. Tim’s Book Club News - by Becky Lee 

The next St. Tim’s Book Club meeting will be part of our September Sabbatical Event: Renewal. 
We are reading The Gifts of Imperfection; Let Go of Who You Think You Are Supposed to Be 
and Embrace Who You Are by Brené Brown.  The Reverend Sarah Ciavarri, theologian and Brené 
Brown scholar, recommended this book.  She is our invited speaker for the sessions of this last 
Sabbatical event, and will join us at book club, too.  The Gifts of Imperfection examines our 
embarrassments and fears – when they lie to us, we often listen to them anyway.  They thwart 
our gratitude, acceptance, and compassion—our goodness.  They insist, “I am not worthy.”  But we 
are worthy—of self-discovery, personal growth, and boundless love. 
  
Book Club will meet Friday, September 13 at 6 pm.  Location: James and Vivian Bowman’s 324 
Amherst Drive SE.  As always, everyone is welcome – even if you haven’t finished (or 
started) the book! 

 St. Tim’s Women’s Ministry - by Michele Benton  

Women's Ministry will meet for light lunch and Bible study on Thursday, August 15th from 
11:30-1:00 at St Tim's in the Community Room.  We will study the lesson from July/August 
issue of Gather Magazine on page 28, this from the book of Esther.  How timely this subject is, 
about the multicultural world we live in with opportunities and challenges teaching us patience 
and understanding!  Amen!  All are welcome! 

 Pool Party for the Kids!! 
Splash at the Henkel’s on Tuesday, August 13, 4-7 pm.  See Joshua Hochstetler for more 
details.   



 

 
 
 

  

  

 August 18, (5 pm) - St. Tim’s Choir Retreat! @ 324 Amherst Dr. SE.  North east corner of 
the intersection of Coal and Amherst, one block west of Carlisle.  You can park anywhere north 
and south of Coal on Amherst. 

  
 

Sounds of Service Series @ St.  Tim’s 

 August 4, (worship) - Various World Musics featuring Issa Malluf (www.issamalluf.com) 
 

 August 11, (worship) - Balkan Dance Music with Issa Malluf and Clara Byom 
 

 August 22, (7 pm) - Blue Tortoise Duo 
Features contemporary Ensemble featuring multi-instrumentalists Chris Ogden and Clara Byom. 
Donations benefit Lutheran Family Services Refugee and Asylee Program. 

 
 September 22, (4 pm) – Banu Noor 

This concert features Banu Noor (Issa Noor, Pavan Kalasikam, and Bonnie Schmader).  The 
proceeds from this concert support Family Promise of Albuquerque.  
 

See Clara Byom http://www. clarabyom. com/projects. html for list of events! 
 
 

Music Ministry Events 
 

 

http://www.issamalluf.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FamilyPromiseABQ/
http://www.clarabyom.com/projects.html


 

 
 
 

  

 

St Timothy’s Lutheran Church 
211 Jefferson Street NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 

Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation of the ELCA 

 
 


