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You're Invited!!
It's graduation season! You don't want to miss a single
week of May at St. Tim's this year, thanks be to God! May

5th we'll be celebrating Hope Neer's graduation from CNM
and on May 12th we'll be celebrating Martin Brandt's
graduation from La Cueva high school. Please come and
celebrate these important milestones with our St. Tim's
community! God is good!

On Sunday, May 1 9th, immediately following worship, you
are invited to a graduation celebration for Pr. Rachael! She

and her husband, Matt, are so very grateful for all of your
support and encouragement over these past few years as she
has been completing her Doctor of Ministry degree at Luther
Seminary. Please come for great food, games and lots of
gratitude! ALL ARE WELCOME!!!!!
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Dates to Remember

Church Events
May 2019

Theology on Tap @ Nob Hill Bar and Grill!
We will meet on May 8th at 6-7:30 p.m.
at Nob Hill Bar and Grill.
TOT is a gathering of people who like to eat and discuss
spirituality in our lives. Order your food and drink and prepare
to talk; you need not eat or drink anything to participate!
Check out our Facebook page the Monday prior to the event
for a teaser concerning the discussion topic. See Anthony
Harkness or Ed Schissel if you have any questions.
Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly in ABQ: May 3-5
RMS Break-out Session @ St. Tim’s: May 4
Pastor Rachael’s Doctrine of Ministry Graduation
Celebration: May 19
Silent Mediation is on Summer Break! – There will be no
more sits. Facilitators are attending to their own
practices.

Worship Assistants
Task

May 5

May 12

May – Adult Ed (Sundays @ 11 am)
May – Church Choir Rehearsal (Ongoing Thursdays
@ 7:15 pm)
May 4 – Lutherhaven’s Clean Up Day (See Bob
Jacobson for more info.)
May – New Book Discussion Begins on 5/6! –
Breathing Under Water (Mondays 10 am and
Thursdays 6 pm)
May (3-5) – Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly
May 4 – RMS Break Out Session @ St. Tim’s
May 5 – Hope Neer Graduation Celebration
May 7 – St. Tim’s Sewing Group
May 8 – Theology on Tap
May 12 – Mother’s Day
May 12 – Martin Brandt Graduation Celebration
May 16 – Women’s Ministry Bible Study &
Luncheon @ Manzano Del Sol
May 19 – Pastor Rachael’s Doctor of Ministry
Graduation Celebration
May 26 – Storehouse Pick-up
May 26 – Advocacy Meeting (11 am)
May 27 – Memorial Day
May 30 – Sounds of Service Music Concert! –
House of Hamill

May 19

May 26

June 2

Asst. Minister

Sue Mather

Beth Neer

Dennis Roberts

Sam Brandt

Chris Owen

Children’s Time
Prayer Leader
Lector

Judy Jacobson
Wayne Apsholm
Lee Wilson

Other Event
Mona Sherrell
Debby Morrell

Neal Mather
Joshua Hochstetler
Hannah Thigpen

Joshua Hochstetler
To Be Announced
To Be Announced

Comm.
Assistants

Sam Brandt
Juli Owen

Elaine Solimon
Barbara Blackwell

Pastor Rachael
Ron Solimon
Casey Den
Hollander
Darra Kingsley
Chris Owen

Mary Beth Tidwell
Phyllis Harper-Rispoi

Greg Noth
Ansu Kuruvilla

Altar Guild

Rob Evers
Michele Benton

Rob Evers
Michele Benton

Rob Evers
Michele Benton

Rob Evers
Michele Benton

Nancy Brown
Robin Harmon

Comm. Bread

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Ushers

Dan Rader
Rob Evers
Lee & Marcie
Wilson
Juli Owen
Sue Mather

Gary Miller
Roger Radloff
Wilbur Jahn

Terri Christiansen
Jackie Love
Bob Jacobson

Donna Lisotto
Gene Lisotto
Bert Blackwell

Juli Owen
Sue Mather

Juli Owen
Sue Mather

Juli Owen
Sue Mather

Tellers

Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita

Robin Harmon
Mona Sherrell

Terri Christiansen
Scott Hardy

Michele Benton
Robert Evers

Mary Beth Tidwell
(Gluten Free)
Dan Rader
Rob Evers
Lee & Marcie
Wilson
Sue Mather
Darra Kingsley &
Greg Parkhurst
Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita

Projectionist

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Debby Morrell

Greeter
Pew Angel

Rocky Mountain Synod in ABQ
It seems the annual assembly of the Rocky Mountain Synod - ELCA held here in Albuquerque
this May 3-5 is speaking a language very familiar to St. Tim's! It's all about the Spirit's
work of transformation, thanks be to God! Here's the official description:

As the ELCA Rocky Mountain Synod we’ve been focused this last year on what it
means to be Christ’s Church for the Life of the World. Our attention now turns to what
animates our witness and ministry as Christ’s Church by exploring the Spirit’s work
within us – individually and communally. Under the theme “Be Transformed” our 2019
Synod Assembly will consider the changes that take place in our hearts, minds, and
very being as God’s love in Jesus takes hold of us.

†

St. Tim's will be hosting a break-out session on Saturday afternoon, May 4th, to invite others
into the gifts and challenges of transformation as we have experienced it. Please hold our
leaders in prayer, especially Michele Benton and Anthony Harkness, as they welcome others into
this beautiful and risky work of the Spirit.
Our voting members this year are Elaine and Ron Solimon, thanks be to God! Please hold them in
prayer as well as they serve you and Christ's church in the wider assembly.
What a gift to be on this adventure of the Spirit together!

In Christ,
Pr. Rachael

Church Together Toolkit

Church Together Toolkit

Church Together Toolkit

HopeStories

Robert finds employment and purpose at the Hope Café
Robert was referred to me for job development through UNM Community Services. His
caseworker informed me that he was referred to DVR to improve his interpersonal skills, selfcare, self-direction, and ultimately, long term employment. Robert was diagnosed with autism
and anxiety, and the first thing that he told me was that his anxiety was getting worse
because he could not find a job.
During our first job development meeting, Robert told me that he was frustrated with his job
search because he felt as though he was experiencing age discrimination, and employers did
not want to hire him because he was autistic. I asked him what his dream job would be and he
replied “graphic design.” Upon hearing that answer, I knew his case would be difficult. Robert
was computer illiterate, and he had not done graphic design in over 25 years.
I suggested that Robert start at Hope Café as an intern to gain work skills and job experience.
Robert was open to the idea, and he started the following week. Working at the café not only
increased his self-confidence, but on one occasion, he told me he felt as though he had a
purpose. Robert excelled at the café, even mastering the computer skills needed to conduct
transactions. Within two months, he was promoted to lead intern!
Robert graduated from the café with flying colors. His colleagues and the Café Manager, Julie,
were sad to see him go but excited to see what the future would hold for him. Upon
graduation, Robert utilized our job development services and was placed at a local community
center as a senior companion. The job was ideal because it offered free transportation to and
from work, free meals at the community center, and an opportunity for Robert to share his
outgoing and positive personality with senior citizens in our community.

Would you like to learn more about HopeWorks and clients like Robert? Join us for lunch on
June 14th. We would love to meet you and give you a tour of our campus. To RSVP, please
click the button below or call Annam at (505) 242-4399 ext. 238.

Stewardship/Outreach

Second Quarter - by Anthony Harkness
 HopeWorks - We have raised $818.00!
so far and are continuing to develop a long term donation for HopeWorks called the
Circle of Hope. If you are interested in continuing support after the quarterly appeal talk to
Anthony or Rob Evers.
The field trip to HopeWorks was well attended!
 We are in the preparation phase for Pride and will start collecting cases of water for
the parade. We give the water out during the parade so please bring a case or two to church
for the event. More details to follow about Pride.
We will be voting soon for the 3rd quarter appeal!! - Next meeting is May 5th at 12ish.
If you have questions contact: Anthony anthonyharkness65@gmail.com

Bread For The World – Sunday, June 2, 2019 - by Barbara Blackwell

This year on Sunday, June 2, everyone at St. Tim’s will be asked to
join congregations across our nation to participate in writing letters
to our congressional representatives in Washington urging them to
support efforts that enable people in our nation and in our world to feed their families and
move out of poverty. This opportunity will take place in our Community Room during the “Bread
and Jam” Fellowship time hosted by the Advocacy/Stewardship Teams. Writing paper, envelopes,
pens, and sample letters will be available. This offering of letters, with personalized remarks,
has proven to be an effective tool to make our voices heard as we work to help shape our
government’s response to hunger in the United States and in the World. The theme for this year
is “Better Nutrition, Better Tomorrow” reminding us, and our elected officials in Washington,
that children deserve to live a healthy life in order to grow and thrive. Please plan to stay for
coffee and the opportunity to once again unite as we engage in “God’s Work, Our hands!”

Summer Sabbatical Update
Dan Rader
Pastor Rachael will be away on sabbatical during July, August, and September. She will be
reflecting, studying, traveling, spending time with her family, and "lingering in the beauty, joy,
hope, promise and grace of life in relationship with God and each other”. During this time, we

have planned a series of celebrations and events that will provide the congregation with our own
glimpse of the sabbatical experience. We are extremely grateful for the kindness of the Lilly
Endowment Clergy Renewal Program, which has awarded St. Timothy's a generous grant that will
cover many of Pastor and the congregation's sabbatical costs. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Please add these special events to your calendars (more details will follow):

Sunday June 30: God-speed Farewell Worship and Bon Voyage Lunch
Come join us for worship as we send Pastor off on sabbatical and entrust her to God's care and
guidance. Afterwards, we will celebrate with a catered lunch and fellowship as we wish her well on
her exciting new journey.
Saturday July 20: Reconnect at the Norbertine Abbey (Meditative living community, Adult only
event, 9am-4pm)
Come join us for an all-day retreat at the Norbertine Retreat Center, where we will spend some time
lingering and reconnecting with each other in this beautiful high-desert retreat center located in
Albuquerque's south valley. We will spend the day in prayer, meditation, and interaction as we take
time to get to know each other better. A light-lunch will be included, and we will conclude with a
joyful worship service.
Friday-Sunday August 16-18: Reflection with Prof. Matthew Skinner
Come join us for a multi-day event with Prof. Matt Skinner, a renowned Luke/Acts scholar and
professor at Luther Seminary. We will spend the weekend in study and conversation on the work of
the Spirit as recorded in the book of Acts. We will compare the scriptural account with our own
experience here at St. Tim's as we seek to answer the question: how did we get here? Prof. Skinner

will lead an all-day study on Saturday and on Sunday will preach during worship and lead adult ed.

Friday-Sunday September 13-15: Renewal with Reverend Sarah Ciavarri
Come join us for a multi-day event with Reverend Sarah Ciavarri, renowned theologian and Dr. Brene
Brown scholar. We will spend the weekend in study and conversation on courageous leadership, trust,
vulnerability, and discerning core values. We seek the Spirit's guidance as we look forward to answer
the question: what next for St. Tim's? Rev. Ciavarri will lead an all-day study on Saturday and on

Sunday will preach during worship and lead adult ed.

Sunday October 6: Welcome Home Celebration
Come join us for a joyful, rowdy celebration and potluck meal after worship as we welcome Pastor
Rachael back! Join in the excitement as we hear about Pastor's experiences and share our own. A
main dish will be provided, please bring a side-dish or dessert to share.

Classes & Events…Stay Tuned!
 A New Book Discussion! - by Pastor Rachael
Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the Twelve Steps by Richard Rohr, O.F.M. Many of
us know the pain of addiction. We have experienced it in our own lives and in the life of our
community. Often, however, we think of addiction relating to substance abuse. But Rohr argues
that addiction permeates our culture. In Rohr’s provocative book, he makes a bold statement:
“We cannot stop the drowning waters of our addictive culture from rising, but we must at least
see our reality for what it is, seek to properly detach from it, and build ‘a coral castle and learn
to breath under water.’ The New Testament called it salvation or enlightenment, the Twelve Step
program called it recovery.” All are welcome for what will surely be a spirited conversation
around this book. We will meet on Monday mornings at 10 and Thursday evenings at 6
beginning the week of May 6th. Choose whichever day and time works for you! Books will be
available for purchase in the church office for $12. Scholarships are available! What might the
Spirit reveal to us as we explore this reading together?

 The St. Tim’s Sewing Group
Sewing group meets first Tuesdays of the month, next meeting on May 7th. For more
information contact Coordinator - Donna Lisotto, donnalisotto@msn.com.

 St. Tim’s Women’s Ministry - by Michele Benton
Our gathering will be Thursday May 16th from 11:30-1:00. We will meet at Manzano
del Sol in the chapel instead of at St Tim's. For lunch we will have soup, salad and dessert.
Our lesson will be from the May issue of Gather magazine on page 24. The theme is "Two Way
Blessings, From Generation to Generation." We will also collect an offering for asylee meals. All
are welcome!

 Adult Ed - by Dan Rader
We are continuing our 25-part study of the Gospel of Matthew, based on N.T. Wright's For
Everyone Bible Study Guides. Each week will cover about one chapter of Matthew and the guide
will give us background information to help answer challenging questions about the text. Matthew
reveals Jesus as someone we can trust with every aspect of our lives. Come and join us - no
experience is necessary! Feel free to drop in as often as you can.
We will have a special presentation from Ruth Hoffman, Director of Lutheran Advocacy Ministry
NM on June 2: come and find out about this important social ministry in our state.
 May 05

Chap 5: Matthew 6:1-34

 May 12

Chap 6: Matthew 7:1-29

 May 19

Chap 7: Matthew 8:1-9:8

 May 26

Chap 8: Matthew 9:9-10:42

 Jun 02

Ruth Hoffman, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry NM

Classes & Events…Stay Tuned!
 Ruth Hoffman and Advocacy 101 (and then some) - by Barbara Blackwell
During the Adult Study Hour on Sunday, June 2, we have the pleasure of having Ruth
Hoffman, Director of Lutheran Advocacy Ministry- NM as a presenter. She has just

completed organizing and communicating the advocacy agenda for a busy and successful New
Mexico Legislative session. But, as we know, our community and state, as well as our nation,
continue to need to hear from us as we serve doing God’s Work with our Hands and voices! Please
plan to attend and be reminded of how, together as an advocating congregation, we can advocate
for justice in public policy issues for those who need our voices to support their life journeys.
Ruth Hoffman brings her experience and knowledge of current issues to help direct our efforts.

 St. Tim’s Book Club News - by Becky Lee
We are reading: Judas and the Gospel of Jesus: Have We Missed the Truth about
Christianity? by N.T. Wright. We’ll meet to discuss the book and share food and fellowship on
Friday, June 7 at 6 pm. Location: Ken and Mona Sherrell’s home: 728 Valverde Dr. SE
Matt Yde suggested this book. Here's what he wrote in recommending it:
I read this little book quite a few years ago now and it has really stayed with me, especially in the
way it exposes the modern gnostic agenda in academia to pervert or even destroy Christianity.
It’s a short little book and easy to read, written for a popular audience; it is fascinating and a
very helpful guide to understanding historical Christianity and the core of our faith today.
Wright says, “I am writing this little book to make three points. First, this new “Gospel of Judas,”
while a spectacularly interesting archaeological find, tells us nothing about the real Jesus, or for
that matter the real Judas. In particular, it doesn't (as some have claimed) “rehabilitate” Judas.
Second, the enthusiasm for this new “gospel” lays bare the real agenda which has been driving
both the scholarly “Quest for an Alternative Jesus” and also the popular eagerness for such
sensational material that we find in books like Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code. Third, the specific
teaching of the “Gospel of Judas” serves to highlight certain features about first-century
Christianity that need to be drawn out more fully than is sometimes done.”
N.T. Wright was recently named by Christianity Today as one of the top five theologians in the
world, Wright has taught New Testament studies for twenty years at Cambridge, Oxford, and
McGill universities.
Many thanks to those of you who submitted book suggestions for our next “round”. We have
a list of 16 very interesting looking books which will be available for people to vote on in June.
We will not have a regular St. Tim’s Book Club meeting in September. Instead, during the
summer, we will prepare for the sabbatical speakers who will be joining us in August and
September, by reading several books that they have suggested. Book titles and details will be
available in the June Crosslight.

Music Ministry Concert
Clara Byom

The Power of Gratitude
Pastor Rachael

†

Thanks be to God for all of the servants who came together to offer their gifts, talents, and
hard work to the glory of God this Lent, Holy Week and Easter. You are an extraordinary
blessing to our whole community! Below are just a few folks who spent many hours here at the
church or in preparation for this season. Thanks be to God for all of you!
 Beth Neer - Thank you for organizing the Seder event on Maundy Thursday (decorations AND

food) and the decorations for Easter Sunday!
 Hope Neer - Thank you for working in the kitchen on Easter morning and getting us ready for

brunch!
 Juli Owen - Thank you for all of the help with setting up the Seder, setting up for Easter Sunday

and putting together the Easter Egg Hunt!
 Chris Owen - Thank you for all of the work you put into the Easter Egg Hunt as well!
 Clara Byom - Thank you for all of your work to put together great music for the whole season of

Lent, Holy Week and Easter Sunday. The music was WONDERFUL!
 Marie Henkel - Thank you for ordering the Palms, the lilies, and decorating the sanctuary with

them on Palm Sunday and for Easter morning!
 Barbara Parissi - Thank you for putting together all of the bulletins, booklets, etc. for all of the

special worship experiences during Holy Week!
 Hannah Thigpen - Thank you for stepping in as our song leader for these past few weeks!

EVERYONE who offered special music and/or sang in the choir! You inspired us with your gifts!
EVERYONE who brought food!!! - So many of you brought food for our gatherings during Lent,
for the Seder on Maundy Thursday, and on Easter morning, NO ONE went hungry!
EVERYONE who served communion, read, composed prayers, ushered, greeted, served as
assisting ministers, prepared communion, or led in worship in any way.

YOU ARE A BLESSING!

If you prefer to receive your Crosslight via email,
please contact: office@sttimschurch.net with your name
and email address, Re: Crosslight Sign-up. Thank you!
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