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Advent
th

Advent Midweek Worship begins Thursday, December 6

Advent here at St. Tim’s is a time to wait for the fulfillment
of Christ’s kingdom in peace, justice, and love. As the
followers of Jesus, our waiting is not sedentary. It is not
without hope!
On three Thursday evenings - December 6th, 13th, and
20th, we will gather at 6:00 p.m. for a time of worship and
prayer that reminds us we may await the Advent of our Lord
with purpose, faith, and hope. Resting in God’s presence we
will focus on giving up our burdens, sharing our journey and
taking the Light of Christ out into the world with us.
Following worship, all are welcome to a simple supper of food
and fellowship!

† This Advent you are invited to carry a cross in your
pocket, purse or planner to help you remember the gift
of God in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, AND the
promise of Christ's return in glory. The crosses were
handmade by Julie Stringer and are available beginning
December 2nd to pick up as you enter the sanctuary on
Sunday mornings throughout Advent. Thanks be to God
for you, Julie!

Inside
ADVENT
DATES TO REMEMBER / EVENTS /
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
WORDS FROM PR. RACHAEL POWELL
MUSIC MINISTRY
STEWARDSHIP / OUTREACH
HOPEWORKS
ADVOCACY TEAM
CLASSES / EVENTS
EXPRESSIONS OF JOY CONCERT
LUTHER HOUSE FUNDRAISER
ELCA: GLOBAL CHURCH

PLEASE CHECK US
OUT ON FACEBOOK
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/STTIMSCHURCH

Dates to Remember

Church Events

Theology on Tap has moved to a new location!
Nob Hill Bar and Grill

We will meet on December 12th
@ 6-7:30 p.m. at Nob Hill Bar and Grill.
TOT is a gathering of people who like to eat and discuss
spirituality in our lives. Order your food and drink and
prepare to talk! Check out our Facebook page the Monday
prior to the event for a teaser concerning the discussion
topic. See Anthony Harkness or Ed Schissel if you have any
questions.
Advent Midweek Worship:
Three Thursday Evenings - December 6th, 13th, and 20th
@ 6:00 p.m.
St. Tim’s Quilt Blessing:
Sunday, December 9th @ 9:30 a.m.
St. Tim’s Combined Worship with GNM:
Sunday, December 16th @ 9:30 a.m.
St. Tim’s Congregation Meeting:
Sunday, January 27th @ 11:00 a.m.

Worship Assistants

December 2018
December – Book discussion! Julian of Norwich
Study (Ongoing Sundays @ 11:00 am)
December – Silent Meditation (Mondays 6 pm Check Classes / Events)
December - Church Choir Rehearsal (Ongoing
Thursdays @ 7:15 pm)
December 1 – Christmas Tree Trimming
December 1 – Betsy Vandyke Recital
December 6 – Advent Midweek Worship Begins
December 7 – Church Women United @ St. Paul's
December 7 – St. Tim's Book Club @ the Henkel's
December 8 – Women's Ministry Luncheon @
Manzano Del Sol
December 9 – St. Tim's Quilt Blessing
December 9 & 30 – Storehouse Pickup
December 9 – Expressions of Joy Music Concert @
St. Tim's
December 9 – Luther House Fundraiser: Carol &
Cheer @ Broken Trail Distillery and Brewery
December 9 – Stewardship Meeting (11 am)
December 12 – Theology on Tap
December 16 – Combined Worship w/GNM
December 23 – Advocacy Meeting (11 am)
December 24 & 25 – Merry Christmas (Office Closed)
December 30 – Celebration of Spirit
January 1 – Happy New Year (Office Closed)
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Words from...
Pastor Rachael Powell

Two Pieces of Great News

So much goes on in the St. Tim’s building every week it’s nearly impossible to keep up with it all! As
a result, I’m including two pieces of wonderful news that may have escaped your awareness over
the past few months:

First of all, FIVE

new households graduated from the 10-week Liberty In Financial
Education (LIFE) Program, thanks be to God! They will be receiving $250 from the combined
resources of St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church Endowment Fund and the St. Paul Lutheran Church
Endowment Fund. They will now have the opportunity to have their savings contributions matched
by our congregations up to $14 per month for the next 18 months.
But, THAT’S NOT ALL!! I just received word from David Hicks, AVP of Branch Administration
for Rio Grande Credit Union, that RGCU is going to contribute an additional $125 for each
LIFE program graduate - to include all prior graduating participants as well! As of this month,
November 2018, FIFTEEN households have completed the requirements for this gift and will be
receiving it before the end of the year. Thanks be to God for this partnership in Christ with St.
Paul Lutheran AND Rio Grande Credit Union!
A special thank you as well to Rob Evers who has been here for nearly every class for the past
three sessions. Thanks be to God for your work in Christ’s name!

Second, beginning a few months ago, a

group of refugee women has been gathering with
members of St. Tim’s for educational development, community building, and mutual support on
Sunday evenings, once a month, here at St. Tim’s. On the evening of Sunday, November 25th,
approximately 25 refugee women, three volunteers with Lutheran Family Services and five
members of St. Tim’s were present. A presentation was made by Laura Keuhn of the
Albuquerque Police Department about domestic violence, a subject requested by the refugee
women. For nearly two hours, women spoke of cultural challenges, daily struggles, and the
temptation to secrecy that they face in the throes of domestic violence. At the end of the
session, contact information was given to the refugee women in order that they may reach out for
help if and when it is needed. At least four languages were spoken: Swahili, Kinyarwanda, French,
and English. It was a powerful evening of mutual love and support for courageous women from
all over the world. Thanks be to God for the beautiful openness of the people of St. Tim’s
to all whom God sends us!
A special thank you as well to Phyllis Harper-Rispoli, Debby Morrell, and Barbara Parissi who
have give so many hours to coordinate this ministry! Thanks be to God for your work in Christ’s
name!
In Christ,
Pr. Rachael

Music Ministry
Clara Byom , Music Director
Happy Holidays, friends!

Hark the Herald Angels Sing!

This is a busy time of year for everyone, but especially for musicians! Please take note of the
following special events in the life of your music ministry and join us whenever possible!
12/9/18, 3-5pm | Carols + Cheer: A Fundraiser for Lutheran Campus Ministry at Broken Trail
Uptown Tasting Room
“When a good beer is available at a certain place, everybody runs there without delay, knowing that
the supply will not last long.” - Martin Luther, LW 23
Join Luther House for a chance to sing Christmas carols while enjoying the tastes of Broken Trail
Distillery and Brewery, all to support Lutheran Campus Ministry. Musicians Pauleta Hendrickson and
Clara Byom will guide us through favorite holiday sounds just like Brother Martin did over table
talks in Wittenberg. 15% of the money you spend on drinks and food will come back to Luther
House, so bring your congregation, neighbors, family, and friends to this family-friendly event!
12/16/18 | Jean Eickhoff will sing a selection from Handel's Messiah during this service.
12/23/18 | Gabriel Longuinhos will join Clara at the piano during this Sunday’s service for festive
piano duets.
12/24/18, 6:30pm | Christmas Eve service with special musical guests - Beth Cohen (violin, voice),
Bonnie Schmader (flute), and Issa Noor (percussion)
I am delighted to welcome dear friends to our Christmas Eve service! The choir will be joined by
Beth and Issa for the Andalusian piece “A Virgen Mui Groriosa”. It may be the rowdiest Christmas
Eve service you’ve ever attended! Additionally, Bonnie’s beautiful flute playing will compliment the
carols for the evening. You won’t want to miss this service!
12/30/18 | Helene, Issa, and Clara will provide special music during this service.

As always, all are welcome to join the choir! We rehearse Thursday evenings at 7:15pm and have an
exciting season of music coming up!
Lastly, the following songs will be introduced during worship in the next few months. If you’d like
to get them in your ear, they can be found on YouTube.

“Glory (Let There Be Peace)” by Matt Maher
“God With Us” by All Sons & Daughters
“Carol at the Manger” by Marty Haugen

May your holidays be filled with love, joy, and peace!

Stewardship / Outreach
Anthony Harkness
4th Quarter Appeal October – December 2018
ELCA Good Gifts-A Ministry of the ELCA providing sustainable agriculture, improved health, and
small business opportunities in underserved communities world wide. Ornaments will be placed on
the tree in December for dedicated donations.

As of November 25th we have raised $1,773.00 Good Gifts, Music Ministry Concert benefiting
World Hunger $652.00!!
We are exploring the following programs:

♦ Hopefound-Is a housing program associated with Hopeworks that assist homeless families
with children obtain housing. I am speaking to individuals that would be willing to make a
monthly contribution to assist in paying monthly rent for a family; it would be a collective
donation to reach a $800.00 goal monthly. This would be a secondary donation to Quarterly
Campaign. See Anthony if you are interested in participating.

♦ Food Pharmacy-Healthy food pantry
♦ Enhancing relationship with Luther House Campus Ministry
Next Stewardship Meeting December 16th with Guest Tatiana from Food Pharmacy.
https://www.phs.org/about-us/news/Pages/newsdetails.aspx?ListID=%7B1f0f05e8_4f46_4f4f_8e39_5fbb1c01a895%7D&ItemID=253

Questions or ideas contact Anthony Harkness, anthonyharkness65@gmail.com.

HopeWorks

Stability and Teamwork
James has been a client of the Therapy department and the Comprehensive Recovery Team (CRT)
since 2016. Due to a combination of Bipolar disorder and Alcohol use disorder, he had a lot of
trouble keeping his housing and moving forward. He was depressed off and on, and had low selfesteem. He would come to the office with little attention to his appearance, and didn’t seem to
have the energy or ability to get haircuts or trim his beard. His personal hygiene suffered as
well, even after he was housed. During periods of sobriety, he would do better, but the
exhausting symptoms of depression or the impulsive symptoms of mania would drag him back into
the same cycle.
Like all of our clients, teamwork has been the key to James reaching stability. Medications
especially were a challenge, due to some of the more serious side effects of many mood
stabilizers. When James was diagnosed with diabetes, he had to change bipolar medications
because his previous medication could make diabetes much worse. Finding a new medication plan
for him was a challenge. James would come to visits regularly, but his depression didn’t seem to
be getting much better. Finally, after several visits like this, James disclosed that he had been
drinking heavily again and not taking medications regularly.
James also sees a therapist regularly and has made progress. With a combination of finding the
right medications and his commitment to taking medications and quitting alcohol, many things
have changed for James. He cut his hair and beard, started coming to Psycho-social Rehab (PSR)
and therapy groups regularly, and is trying to get back into an information technology program
(something he was quite good at). James would like to be working, and with stable moods, sobriety
and HopeWorks support, his intelligence and motivation will carry him far.

How can I help someone like James?
https://www.hopeworksnm.org/contribute/donate-donor-perfect/

Advocacy Team
Terri Christiansen
LAM Fall Conference
On Saturday, November 17, a record 128 people registered for the Lutheran Advocacy
Ministries' Fall Conference!

We gathered to hear from LAM Chair Judy Messal who recommended a book by Wendell L.
Griffen "The Fierce Urgency of Prophetic Hope."
Bishop Gonia opened us with prayer. Then we heard from our Keynote Speaker, The Rev. Amy
Reumann, Director of ELCA Advocacy "God's Word Spoken Publicly, Boldly, and Honestly."
Our first morning breakout sessions included "Advocacy Basics" from Ruth Hoffman; "Medicaid
Buy In & Dental Therapy" from Colin Baillo, Health Action NM, and Abuko Estrada, NM Center
on Law & Poverty; and "Road Map to a Stronger New Mexico," Bill Jordan, NM Voices for
Children. I attended the Medicaid Buy In and learned that this year there is a good chance
the Dental Therapy measure may pass. We will learn more as the bill is heard in the Senate
Public Affairs Committee and the Judiciary Committee.
The second breakout session added "Church Together: Advocacy in the ELCA" presented by
Rev. Reumann. She talked about the ELCA Advocacy 2018 Policy Priorities. One of those
priorities is the Farm Bill--in which I had no idea included a farmer suicide prevention aspect
as well as bringing broadband into our rural communities. Migration; Care for Creation Just
Transition to Renewable Energy (and what it looks like for changes in economic livelihood);
Affordable Housing/Homelessness; Criminal Justice Reform (including unshackling women while
in labor!); Medicaid, Medicare and Social Security; Child Nutrition Programs; Foreign
Assistance; Gender Justice; and International Peace building to round out the agenda.

Classes & Events - Stay Tuned!
♦ Silent Meditation - Weekly on Monday evenings from 6 - 7 p.m.
Enter and exit the Sanctuary through the east gate in silence. Please power off cell phones.

Monday Night Silent Meditation will NOT meet in The Sanctuary on December 24th or
December 31 st. We will resume Monday, January 7th 201 9 at 6pm.

♦ The St. Tim’s Sewing Group – Quilt Blessing on Sunday, December 9th!
Sewing group meets first Tuesdays of the month, next meeting on December 3rd. For more
information contact Coordinator - Donna Lisotto, donnalisotto@msn.com. Thank you for your
support!

♦ St. Tim’s Women’s Ministry - by Michele Benton
Women's Ministry will host a Luncheon on December 8th at Manzano Del Sol in the Hobby
Room from 11:30 - 1:00. We will have a baked potato and salad bar with Chocolate mousse for
lunch. We will collect an offering to go to ELCA Good Gifts. Bob and Judy Jacobson will share
pictures and stories of their travels. All are welcome! Please RSVP to Michele Benton if you would
like to attend. We will not have Bible study in December.

♦ St. Tim’s Book Club - by Becky Lee
Will meet Friday, December 7 @ 6 pm at Ron and Marie Henkel’s home: 912 Sierra Drive SE.
We’ll start with a light supper and then discuss The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin.
Even if you have not started reading the book, it’s not too late – it’s only 106 pages! From
Amazon.com’s description: A national bestseller when it first appeared in 1963, The Fire Next Time

galvanized the nation and gave passionate voice to the emerging civil rights movement. At once a
powerful evocation of James Baldwin's early life in Harlem and a disturbing examination of the
consequences of racial injustice, the book is an intensely personal and provocative document. It
consists of two "letters," written on the occasion of the centennial of the Emancipation
Proclamation, that exhort Americans, both black and white, to attack the terrible legacy of racism.
Described by The New York Times Book Review as "sermon, ultimatum, confession, deposition,
testament, and chronicle...all presented in searing, brilliant prose," The Fire Next Time stands as a
classic of our literature.
Everyone is welcome to be part of the Book Club! Please join us!

Classes & Events – Continue!
♦ Adult Ed – by Dan Radar
Will be sharing a 4-week study on the Doctrine of Discovery. Much of the materials for this
study are provided by the ELCA Rocky Mountain Synod, which has requested that each congregation
spend some time understanding this doctrine and why the ELCA has voted to repudiate it. If you're
not sure what any of this is about, please come join us Sundays at 11am and find out!

The schedule for December is:
Dec 2

DoD Week 1: Introduction DoD: ELCA action and video

Dec 9

DoD Week 2: video "Voices of the People: Land", study of Abraham and land

Dec 16

DoD Week 3: Blending Pueblo Traditional and Christian Faith (Ron Solimon)

Dec 23

DoD Week 4: "Where do we go next?" discussion

Dec 30

Holiday break! (no class)

♦ Church Women United
Church Women United, an ecumenical women’s fellowship, will meet on Friday, December 7th at
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 9500 Constitution NE. “A Morning of Music & Joy” will
be presented by the Joy Singers of St. John’s United Methodist Church. Coffee fellowship
begins at 9:30 a.m. with the program following at 10:00. Come, relax, enjoy the music and
participate in a Carol Sing to begin the Advent Season in preparation for the birth of the Christ
Child. Come, bring a friend and be blessed! For more information, call Marilyn Stoops at 265-8358.

♦ St. Tim’s Combined Worship with Good News Ministry
Come Sunday, December 16th 9:30 a.m. for an inspiring Advent worship that gives us a
glimpse of the fulfillment of God’s promises through the prophet Isaiah!

Expressions of Joy – Music Concert

Luther House Fundraiser

If you prefer to receive your Crosslight via email,
please contact: office@sttimschurch.net with your name
and email address, Re: Crosslight Sign-up. Thank you!

Thoughts from Bishop Gonia: Global Mission
“One of the gifts we claim as the ELCA is our commitment to being a “Glocal Church” – that is, a church
whose local ministry is always shaped by our global relationships and witness. This Glocal reality finds
particular expressions close in our synod along the US/Mexico border in El Paso and Las Cruces. Our Border
ministries embody our Glocal witness in their hands-on proclamation of the gospel, joining our five Rocky
Mountain Synod Glocal Church teams and four ethnic specific ministries in providing concrete ways for us
to live out our commitment to be Christ’s Church, Better Together deeply connected to all God’s beloved
world!”

Prayer Petition:
Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself. We praise and bless you
for those whom you have sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the gospel to all nations. We thank you
that in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their prayers and labors,
and that in every place your servants call upon your name; for the kingdom and the power and the glory are
yours forever. (ELW Occasional Services, page 392)
Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself. We praise and bless you
for those whom you send to witness in word and deed among the nations. Bless our missionaries in
Madagascar, Rev. Kirsten Lauderach, and Rev. Themba Mkahabela in the work you have called them to do
with our companion synods and with Young Adults in Global Mission , so that they may faithfully accompany
those among whom they are sent, show your love to all people, and glorify your name.
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