ST. TIMOTHY’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
211 JEFFERSON ST. NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87108
(505) 255-8001
FE

The Crosslight
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER:
AUGUST 2018

Executive Committee Action:
Rapid Response Family Reunification
St. Tim’s received donations in support Lutheran Family Services
to provide emergency services to families who had been held by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and reunified at
the Otero County Detention Center, New Mexico. Pledges of
$3,900.00 which we used to purchase 136 Walmart gift cards
valued at $25.00 each. Pastor delivered them to Lutheran
Family Services of Albuquerque to help provide necessary items
for detainees who have come to Albuquerque. We also issued a
check for $797.00 from 3rd quarter stewardship-LFS for them to
use in anyway at their discretion.
Thank you to the congregation for a quick and generous
response to this urgent need!
Special thank you to Pastor Rachael, Debby Morrell, Phyllis
Harper-Rispoli, Robert Evers, and to all the volunteers for your
help and dedication.
Please see Rapid Response Family Reunification: Update for
more information.
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Dates to Remember

Church Events

Theology on Tap has moved to a new location!
TFK Barbeque on Washington and Zuni
We will meet on August 8th @ 6 - 7 p.m. at
TFK Barbeque. It is a nice little place with
awesome food and drink. The environment keeps the Public
Theology vibe. TOT is a gathering of people who like to eat
and discuss spirituality in our lives. Order your food and
drink and prepare to talk! Come join us! Check out our
Facebook page the Monday prior to the event for a teaser
concerning the discussion topic. See Anthony Harkness if
you have any questions.
New Book discussion! Getting involved with God: Rediscovering
the Old Testament:
Ongoing Mondays 10 a.m. and Thursdays 6 p.m. (See page 3 for
more info)
The Animal Humane Society of NM - Bake Sale:
August 12th after worship @ St. Tim’s (See Events for more info)
Sounds of Service Music Concert:
August 19th, 2 p.m. @ St. Tim’s (See Music Ministry for more
info)
Installation of Pr. Bre Roberts, Lutheran Campus Ministry
UNM/CNM :
August 25th, Saturday 10:00 a.m. @ St. Tim’s

Task
Asst. Minister
Children’s Time
Prayer Leader
Lector

August 5th
Debby Morrell
Joshua Hochstetler
Wayne Aspholm
Becky Lee

Comm.
Assistants
Altar Guild
Comm. Bread
Ushers
Greeter
Pew Angel
Tellers

August 2018
August – New Book discussion! Getting involved
with God: Rediscovering the Old Testament
(ongoing Mondays & Thursdays)
August – New Adult Ed. Study: Discover Islam
August – LFS Culinary Class (ongoing Wednesdays)
August – Navajo Awareness Month at St. Michael’s
Church (See Events for more info)
August 5 – Storehouse Pick-up
August (5 & 12) – World Music Services
August 8 – Theology on Tap
August 12 – Stewardship Meeting, 11 a.m.
August 12 – Animal Humane Society - Bake Sale
August 16 – Women’s Ministry Bible Luncheon and
Social Statement
August 19 – Sounds of Service Music Concert @ St.
Tim’s
August 19 – Advocacy Meeting, 11 a.m.
August 19 – Blessing - Bread for the World Offering
of Letters
August 25 – Installation of Pastor Bre Roberts @
St. Tim’s
August 26 – Mission Moment: Gods Works, Our
Hands
August 26 – Storehouse Pick-up

Worship Assistants
August 19th
Sam Brandt
Judy Jacobson
Lee Wilson
Mona Sherrell

August 26th
Beth Neer
Other Event
Marcie Wilson
James Bowman

September 2nd
Ken Sherrell
Other Event
Linda Walton
Vivian Bowman

Michele Benton
Monica Coburn

August 12th
Mona Sherrell
Marcie Wilson
Grace Bousek
Casey
Den Hollander
Darra Kingsley
Dan Rader

Ken Sherrell
Bob Jacobson

Becky Lee
Nathan White

Ron Henkel
Terri Christiansen

Audrey Jahn
Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita
Dan Rader
Rob Evers
Lee & Marcie Wilson
Casey
Den Hollander
Jennifer LaCoss

Audrey Jahn
Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita
Gary Miller
Roger Radloff
Wilbur Jahn
Casey
Den Hollander
Jennifer LaCoss

Audrey Jahn
Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita
Terri Christiansen
Jackie Love
Bob Jacobson
Casey
Den Hollander
Jennifer LaCoss

Audrey Jahn
Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita
Donna Lisotto
Gene Lisotto
Larry Morrell
Casey
Den Hollander
Jennifer LaCoss

May Beth Tidwell
Barbara Blackwell
Judy Jacobson
Dan Rader
Rob Evers
Lee & Marcie Wilson
Betty Christiansen

Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita

Robin Harmon
Mona Sherrell

Terri Christiansen
Scott Hardy

Michele Benton
Robert Evers

Rob Evers
Sharon Kalita

Judy Jacobson

New Book Study!
Pastor Rachael
New Book Study Coming This August!
As we anticipate a new year of journeying through the Bible in worship, you are
invited to participate in a conversation about the beauty and challenge of the
Old Testament. The book we will spend some time learning from, talking about,
and, perhaps, critically engaging with is, “Getting Involved with God:
Rediscovering the Old Testament.” The book is written by Ellen Davis, a brilliant
Old Testament seminary professor, who says of the book:
This book is about getting, and staying, involved with God – what it takes, what it
costs, what it looks and feels like, why anyone would want to do it anyway. It is at
the same time a book about reading the Old Testament as a source of Good News
and guidance for our life with God.
As always, ALL ARE WELCOME! The study will be offered on Monday mornings at 10 and Thursday evenings
at 6 beginning on August 6th and August 9th. We will cover the same chapter at both the Monday and Thursday
evening gatherings so feel free to come as you are able. Books are $12 and available for purchase in the church
office. However, please do not let the cost get in your way! Scholarships are available upon request.
Thanks be to God for this opportunity to learn, to grow in faith, and to be inspired by God’s Word!
In Christ, Pr. Rachael
Final Worship Series of the Summer: Generosity
After a wonderful few months of studying the 10 commandments, the book of 1 John and the book of Ruth, we
will conclude our summer worship series with the topic of Generosity. Beginning on Sunday, August 19th we’ll
spend three weeks hearing from Matthew, Mark and Luke three different perspectives about generosity and
the life of faith. In a time of fear, anxiety, and feelings of great scarcity, it will be a gift to discover or rediscover
together what God has to say about “treasure in heaven.” How might this change the way we think about what
God has entrusted to us?

Rapid Response Family Reunification:
Update

Thank you to everyone who has offered their support as we work to provide emergency services to families who
have been reunified at the Otero County Detention Center, New Mexico. Within 24 hours of being contacted
by Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS) and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE),
our refugee office in Albuquerque along with members from our Denver and CO Springs refugee offices, were
ready to provide hospitality and transitional services beginning Saturday 7/21. Prior to July 24th we had not
received any families at our Albuquerque location. However, we began receiving families yesterday evening which
included 57 children and adults. Services included temporary housing, food, clothing, legal/health referrals, and
transportation to their final destination in the U.S.
During this transition, families are in our care for only 24-32 hours. Most of the families we served have since
departed via Albuquerque International Sunport and are in route to join family and friends across the country. All
of the families served by LFSRM staff and volunteers have expressed their gratitude for the outpouring of support
from our communities.
In addition we have been blessed with endless support from the City of Albuquerque, Albuquerque Fire Rescue
Station 2, medical and behavioral health physicians from the University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center,
and spiritual care services provided by many members of the clergy including Archbishop of Santa Fe John
Wester, Bishop Jim Gonia Rocky Mountain Synod, ELCA, Rev. Guillermo Yela of Camino De Vida, Pastor Judith Van
Osdol Director for Evangelical Mission ELCA, Deacon Robert Vigil Archdiocese of Santa Fe, and Pastor Cruz Botello
of New Covenant Worship Center.
Fundraising has been phenomenal with more than 1,000 individual contributions; plus donations of hundreds of
gift cards, phone cards, and backpacks filled with travel comforts.
This has been a profoundly stirring time for all who have been privileged to be on the front lines of this
reunification ministry. To see the doors open on the vans and buses with very tired, hungry and
anxious families stepping down to the applause and cheering of our team; and then watch the tension and stress
melt away as they are welcomed, fed fresh Salvadoran food and interact with team members, clergy, doctors and
behavioral health professionals - all speaking to them in Spanish and Portuguese. Trust is built as they are loved
and served; provided new clothing, Spanish-language bibles, and rosaries; treated for ailments and then
transferred to hotels where they can be alone as families for the first time in months. Hope has been restored
even though their futures remain uncertain. But for this time, in this place, they feel loved and valued as
neighbors and fellow children of God.
Thank you for walking this path with them and with LFS. Through your gifts and your prayers you were with us
and these families could not have been more humble and grateful for your love and generosity.

On July 26, 2018, we were informed by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), that we would not be
receiving any more reunited families for transition services at our Albuquerque office at this time. As a result,
we have formally begun to demobilize this phase of our Rapid Response Family Reunification Project. Team
members deployed from other Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (LFSRM) offices are returning, while
our Albuquerque team continues working with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS), the City of
Albuquerque and many critical local partners on close-out procedures. The response of the community at large
and partner organizations was overwhelming and conversations are already underway regarding the
redistribution of excess backpacks, clothing, gift cards, toiletries, etc., to other community organizations and
congregations that assist immigrants throughout the year that are released from detention.
The next phase of work on this project will involve providing follow-up services with the 57 individuals that came
through our program in Albuquerque and through other transitional programs in Arizona and Texas. LFSRM and
agencies like ours across the country will be providing on-going services to these families in their new
communities, up to and perhaps beyond their required hearings in Immigration Court. Funding contributed to
the Albuquerque Family Reunification project will continue to follow the families that passed through our doors,
and to support those who may follow in New Mexico and Colorado, including families, single moms and other
immigrants being released from detention without supports, whether through LFSRM or in conjunction with
other local partners. LFSRM is committed to transparency and to honoring donor intent. We will continue to
provide updates on the ongoing work that began this past week, but is far from finished.
Finally, our hearts continue to break for the large numbers of children that have yet to be reunited with their
parents. As a leading Child Welfare organization in the Rocky Mountain region for the past 70 years, we have
considerable expertise in the life–long effects of trauma on children. LFSRM believes that our work simply
cannot be complete until the last child is reunited with their parents and is receiving appropriate treatment and
support, no matter what the final disposition of their case is. We continue to pray that this period of separating
families ends as soon as possible. We ask all of you who have chosen a compassionate and generous response to
the needs of these vulnerable neighbors to continue to stand with them, to witness to their humanity and
dignity, and to show them welcome and hospitality.
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man?” “The one who showed him mercy.” “Go and do
likewise.”
(Luke 10:36-37)

Stewardship/Outreach
Anthony Harkness
Third Quarter: WOW, wow, wow...did I say Wow?
 Last Sunday the St Tim’s community put faith into support and action! We raised ($3900.00) in a single day

to support Lutheran Family Services in their effort to intervene in the current Immigration crisis that showed
up on our doorstep. We are continuing to collect for Lutheran Family Services, to date we have raised
($4697.00). Thank you so much for your generosity!

LFS provides services and assistance during refugees’ first five years in the United States.
Services provided by LFS:
 Direct Services (housing, school enrollment, medical appointments, enrollment in services)
 Employment Services,
 ESL classes (Held at St. Tim’s)
 Financial Literacy classes (Held at LFS and St. Tim’s)
 Tres Hermanas Farm Garden and Farm
 Beyond the Plate Cooking classes (Held at St. Tim’s)
Donations needed: BCS Flail Mower Attachment and Diapers (0-2 years). For housing: LFS is placing new refugee
families into Albuquerque communities. In our standard apartment set ups, we are currently in need of new
family size toiletries including toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, deodorant (antiperspirant), bar soap, laundry
soap, razors, shaving cream and feminine hygiene products (pads only). Please contact Donations, Community /
Outreach Coordinator Sandi Bertholomey, 505 933 7014 or sandi.bertholomey@lfsrm.org to schedule delivery
times, pick-ups or questions.
Address: Lutheran Family Services
4105 Silver Ave SE
Abq. NM 87108
www.lfsrm.org
If you want more information about Lutheran Family services email Zoey Fink @ zoey.fink@lfsrm.org for more
info.
 The Snack Bag Ministry needs financial support!

Please donate if you are called. If you want to give cash on Sunday give it to Rob Evers or Anthony Harkness
and we will make sure it is utilized for Snack Bags. If you are interested in helping put together Snack Bags for
our neighbors please contact Rob Evers. Ask Anthony to tell you the coolest Snack Bag story ever.

 God’s Work, Our Hands the ELCA Service Day is coming in September!!
 The next Stewardship meeting will be held on August 12th in the Narthex.

As always, if you have questions, please contact Anthony Harkness after service or email him at
anthonyharkness65@gmail.com

Music Ministry
Clara Byom
Thank you all for your generosity at our Sounds of Services concerts this summer! It is such a joy to see you all in
the audience at these events. Also, many, many thanks to Issa Malluf, who has contributed enormously to our
music during the four weeks of world music!
There are several upcoming dates to get on your calendars listed below:
 August 5th, 9:30am church service - East Indian Music with Issa Malluf (www.issamalluf.com) and Nick
Baker (http://www.nicholasadambaker.com)
 August 12th, 9:30am church service - Balkan Dance Music with Issa Malluf and Clara Byom
(www.clarabyom.com)
 August 19th, 2:00pm - Sounds of Service Concert: Edith Boulevard (Deb Bluestone and Clara Byom)
 (www.edithboulevard.weebly.com)
 September 6th, 7:15pm - First St. Tim’s Choir Rehearsal of the season! All are welcome!
 October 21st, 4:00pm - Sounds of Service Concert: Issa Malluf and Pavan Kalasikam

Classes & Events - Stay Tuned!
 Silent Meditation
Monday night Silent Meditation will resume the first Monday in September, 9/3 from 6 - 7 p.m. Enter and
exit the Sanctuary through the east gate in silence. Please power off cell phones.

 Sunday School Starts September 9!
Children ages 3 – 12 and their parents are invited to join us in the Joy classroom at 11 am, following
fellowship time. The Bible story for the day is Noah and the great flood. We’ll sing songs, act out the story,
have craft time – and balloons!
Sunday school classes for the rest of the school year will meet in the Joy and Timothy classrooms from 11
am – 12 noon. Stories and activities will vary from week to week. Sometimes we will meet as a big group,
sometimes separate into older (3rd grade and up) and younger (ages 3- 2nd grade) kids’ classes, depending
upon the activity.
We have great crew of teachers this year: Mary Beth Tidwell, Juli Owen, Chris Owen, Darra Kingsley, Joshua
Hochstetler, Marie Henkel, Robin Harmon and Becky Lee. Marcie Wilson is our sub.
All children are welcome! We plan to communicate with parents on an ongoing basis about what’s
happening in Sunday school. If you have questions or would like to be added to the Sunday school contact
list, please contact Becky Lee (blee71willmar@gmail.com / 505-858-1472).

 The Animal Humane Society of New Mexico – Bake Sale!
On Sunday, August 12th there will be a bake sale after church. Cookies, bread, and pastries will be sold, also
including gluten-free items. If you don't want any food there will also be a donation box. All funds from the
event will go toward a donation to The Animal Humane Society of New Mexico.
This bake sale is being hosted by Alicia Noth for her confirmation project. She will be baking most of the
items for sale and her mentor, Betsy Van Dyke, will offer a few as well. Thanks be to God for the gift of Alicia!

 Women's Ministry – of the ELCA
The Sewing Group will not meet in July or August. They will resume in September. Thank you for your
support!
Women's Ministry will not meet in July. Our next gathering will be August 16th from 11:30 - 1:00. Phyllis
Harper will lead our discussion which will cover the draft ELCA Social Statement on Women & Justice. We
have an opportunity to provide feedback on this draft statement which will be presented at the 2019 Synod
Assembly. This social statement is meant to guide the church in advocacy and work as a public church. Light
lunch will be provided. All are welcome!

Classes & Events - Stay Tuned!
 Installation of Pastor Bre Roberts at Lutheran Campus Ministry UNM/CNM
Pastor Bre Roberts will be installed as the new campus pastor at Lutheran Campus Ministry UNM/CNM
(also known as Luther House)!
The installation will be held at St. Timothy's Lutheran Church at 211 Jefferson, NE, Albuquerque
on Saturday, August 25, 2018 at 10:00 AM. Bishop Gonia will conduct the service of installation. A freewill
offering will be taken at the service to support Lutheran Campus Ministry. All who are interested in
supporting campus ministry are welcome to attend the service of installation. At the conclusion of the
service, a light lunch and reception will be held.
Lutheran Campus Ministry UNM/CNM Board of Directors

 Adult Education Study Summer Schedule – “Discover Islam”
In August we are beginning a 6-week study of Islam. Similar to the Great Courses format, there are six ~30
minute DVDs that talk about a different topic of interest each week. We'll show a video each week and
then open the floor for conversation. No preparation needed, just show up any week that interests you. This
series will fit well with our current focus on the book of Ruth during worship. Please join us Sunday
Mornings @ 11 a.m. in the Adult Ed. room. All are welcome!








Aug 5 - Islam: Faith & History
Aug 12 - Islam: An American Faith
Aug 19 - Islam: A Faith Hijacked
Aug 26 - Claiming Our Gifts (led by Bishop Jim Gonia)
Sept 2 - African Americans & Islam
Sept 9 - Women in Islam
Sept 16 - Christians and Islam

 St. Tim’s Book Club
St. Tim’s Book Club will meet on Friday, September 14 @ 6 pm at Bert and Barbara Blackwell’s house: 7644
Arroyo Del Oso NE.
We are reading Death Comes for the Archbishop by Willa Cather. Cather, an American writer (b. 1873 – d.
1947), spent some of her formative years in Nebraska, an experience that helped to produce her well-known
novels of pioneer life, My Antonia and O Pioneers. Death Comes for the Archbishop, however, is set in New
Mexico. Matt Yde, who suggested this book, writes, “[the] book is about the Catholic missionaries, two in
particular, who came to New Mexico in the 1850s, deeply faithful people who love the gospel of Our Lord.
It’s probably the best Christian novel I have ever read, deeply moving and inspiring. This novel captures New
Mexico better than anything I’ve ever read. It’s full of descriptions of places we all know, in Albuquerque,
Taos, the pueblos, and all over.”
Everyone is welcome to be part of the Book Club! Please join us!

Classes & Events - Stay Tuned!

Facility Report – August Update
Michele Benton
July was a pretty quiet month with many people on vacation and not a lot of activity in our building.
 If you see Rob Evers, please thank him for mowing the lawn, especially during the hot months of

summer! Thanks Rob!

 Michele and Neill Benton sealed the leak in the Narthex and removed more ducting to prepare for a

second “goose-neck” vent to allow better air flow from all our swamp coolers. We plan to work on
that again once the weather cools in the fall.

 Ron and Marie have placed large pipes to direct water flowing from sanctuary downspouts to the

roof drains.

 We are planning a facility meeting in August to address other pending items. Please let Michele or
Marie know if you have any ideas on future projects.

Partnerships/Invitation
Special News Conference from New Day Youth & Family Services
“Hear firsthand from Youth Leaders how innovative approaches happening at New Day are resulting in successful
pathways out of homelessness of New Mexico’s young people.”
 Tuesday, August 21, 2018, 10 – 11:30 a.m. @ McLeod Life Skills Academy, 2820 Ridgecrest Drive SE.
Please RSVP by Monday, August 13th to Adrienne Carian, acarian@ndnm.org or 505-260-9912, ndnm.org

If you prefer to receive your Crosslight via email,
please contact Barbara Parissi: office@sttimschurch.net

St Timothy’s Lutheran Church

211 Jefferson Street NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108

Reconciling in Christ
Congregation of the ELCA

